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The Fpiſtle Dedicatory. — 
Dodrine, there he will corrupt the Praftice all hee 
11con. can;ſowefindethatin S,?as/r timethe * Practice 
21.22. of rhis. Sacrament; was.rather growne faulty, than 
the DoGrine;zarype oftour dayes, wherein we ſec 
the peoplegrowne carelefie, remifle, and prophane 
for the: praQice in thereceiuing ofrhis Sacrament, 
b x.Cor.r1.29 fo-very few: prepare themſelues in a ® diſcerning 
: apes In.matters morall and diuine (contrary.to 
what'we {eeinthings naturally. we leape from one _ 
extreame toanather Syemedio,from ſuperſtition to 
< Maldonin . profaneneffe, from bad to worſe. ©Papiſts and we 
Jok.6. agreethiartlits Sacrament is not to be ginen to chil-. 
4 Ane.de me. <nwho cannovexaminerhemſelues: 4 weallfays. 
citpeccar..r, thartothisSacramentthere is required a perſonall 
e.:4-x peſim.and a prez uiall diſpoſition inthe recciuer, an gpm 8- 
alibt, peranti, and yet wee finde our peoplecome tothe 
Ter.l.4. aduer- AS. REID ia 
Marcion. \Lordstable,though notchildreninyears,yetin vn-- 
Amb1.3.5c*- derſtanding. Nay dowenothearthe very beſt com- 
er fo. plain muchthis way ? their griefe is;thatthis Sacra- 
fame in Bobe-. PA! a gric | 
miz.Chrypre..ment doth chem little good; and where one com- 
lea. Chron pJaines of his vnproficable heatingthe Word; ma» 
bard, de Relig. By bemonetheir yncomfortable.recciuing of this. 
Ruſ. Sacrament. What may be thought the cauſe 2 are - 
; they notborhthe very ordinances.of Gad 7: Yes, I 
«2x 4,0, -FnowthatSacraments haugacerigine* vayce,and 
3" tharthey are akinde-of vidihlewordsi, yer:thereis 
f Hiron, Pau- notthar *2iee-parinehe Sacrament admainiſtred,as 
line. is in the Word preached. Nowthis © force which 
15-te! 


£1614, - 18i0;the lively v6 ceof:the 
'_ muchtoqualiferhe Heater ob erahis-thengge 

: arruth,that amongſtſomeotherreaſons ab this dif- 
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3 The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


we profit leſle by this Sacrament, than bythe word 
preached,is, for that as we ſhould prepare more, fo 
we doe prepare lefſe before-hand to the receiui 

of this-Sacrament.. Fhe way:then tocure this. if 
eaſe, is-to prepare and fitour ſelues better';and ro 
thatend'is this booke, ſerving rather to prepare the 
Communicant inthe praQice, than to defend the 


- doctrine of this Sacrament. A good bgok, & in our 


dead and vnſauory times! veryineedfull : which I 


" nowdedicate to you(toſay nothing of mine owne 


reſpeRs) for reaſons taken from: thedeceaſed Aus» 
thor. Were heealiue, and fay he would print this 
booke,youarethe man whoſe name it ſhould bear, 
you ſupportedthe vine that borethis, and many 0- 
ther excellent grapes : his ſtudies had ſhrunke and 
withered,euen then-when they wereabout taknir, 


- hadit not beene for you and your exhibitions. To 


tell youwhart great charge youbeſtowed on him, I 
neede not : totellthe world in print,is aching you 
defire not; only Imould men of quality wonld tay 


theirhandsfromtk&ir exceſſes vpon vaprofitable 


andleame of you to ſhew rheir bounry,ia 
watering ſuch plints-as this was , and then they | 


neede not repemiof theirexceſſes, but ratherre- 
ioyce with you for their expences: And I could 


oucan, that in lis time he bath raiſed yp anabte 
Scholar, alearnecDiuine, a well ſtuTied Artiſt, a 
zkilfull Linguiſt, aid which is the ſole of all,a ve- 
IV godly Miniſter . Had he lived, yollhad! enioycd 
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| x : The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
 him,and he you, but heis goneto cnioy the Lord, 
andin the reading of this his booke, you may in 
ſome ſor: enjoy him. And ſuch as read this and the 
reſt of his labours, ifthey profic not by them, let 
them blame themſelues : it they do(as I am certain 
many doe) next vnto the Lord, let them 
thanke you,and bleſle God for him 
and you, ro whom I com- "i 
 mirbothyouand 3 
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To the Reader. 


B=X<&S; Ourtcous Reader, if any other 
5/33) print this book according to any 
@ER39&notcs, I thought good to giue 

#3 chee notice, that this is according 
tothe Originall, vader the Authors owne 
hand; left vnto mee, when he departed rhis 
world: and therefore take this as the wr 


true, and genuine Copy And ſo farewell. 
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AN INTRODYC TION 
To the worthy recciuing of the 


Sacrament of the Lords 
SVPPER- 


Oſtrrue is that of Salomon, Pro. 19. 
2, Withew knowledge the mindg ts not 
good: and, Hee that haftnth with bis 
feet ſmeth, Trua, where the minde 
wants knowledge,thefoot will bee 
haſtie, _—_— and raſhnefle ars 
inſeparable * companions : but this 
js true alſo,that Knowledge alone 

_ cannot make a man good : Where 
the minde hath knowledge, thefoote may be lazie zand 
where knowledge abounds, negligence may abound too. 
Now: of -the two; Minors criminis reatuis ef, legemheſcire, 


* 
74 


dm ſpervere, as Saluian ſpeakes ; & atuynaduiſed praQice De gub.l 4. 
Ns from ignorance, 18 farre moretolerable, thah 
wilfulldiſobedience conuited andcondemned by know- 
ledge: There is then a neceſſity for pradtiſe to follow after 
knowledge, arid there is alſo an excellency wherein pra- 
Rice goes before knowledge, atthe end alwaics deſerues 
mceeionr ad iſe than the meanes. The younget bro« 
thex in order of mm Tas tobe 


"Ciriftin Dnetnow 


blefſedaboue theelder:which I ſpeak not tomakediuiſion 
among brethren, and ſet at oddes theſe two parts of Reli- 
gion by a quarrelſome compariſon ; but that I may have 
leaueat this time to doe as /acobſometimedid when Mas - 
wnaſſeb and Epbraim were preſented vato himby. /o{eph ; 
namely tocrofle my hands of purpoſe, and, contrary tomy 
yſualcourſe,lay my righthand on the head ofthe younger, _ 
my left handon the head of the elder brother:T mean,thac 
whereas in the handling che nature of the holy Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper, a. twofold conſideration offers it - 
ſelfe-: the one concerning knowledge,in theexplication of 
the nature ofthe myfleries contained therein ; the other - 
concerningourreligionuspractice inthe celebration there. 
of, You will notbediſpleaſed if I firſt begin with praftice, 
infiſting vpon ſuch holy. ducries as concerne vs1in going a- 
bour this bulineſle ; laying aſide, for a while,fach contem- 
plations about thenature of this Sacrament, asſerues only 
to informe our knowledge. Ihaue made choiſe of this 
courſe,as that which is 1. more necefſary for this Audito-. . 
rie,2.moſt neceſſary for this ſabiet,theSacrament,wher. - 
of we are toſpeake. I may in charity hope, that there is 
none among[t vs, ſo rudcly and ignorantly bred vp vnder 
ſuch gouernours,as Countricor.Vniuerſity hathafforded, 
but that he isfurniſhed with ſuch a (empires of know- 
ledge,aste giue a rcaſonableaccount of his faith,touchi 

the doQtine of the Sacraments ; Yctif there beany,whole 
ignorance in this behalfe may makethcm bluſh, to ſuch I 
wiſh an increaſe of godly carcfulneſle in their gouernours, _ 
that they will prouide for the aduancementr of Religion, 
as well as Learning,in thoſe that are vnder them; and alſo 


amore conſcionable. induſtry in themſclues, to hearken 


ntoinſtrucion,& to make vic of allſuch meanes as they 


ſhall be direted vnto,for theatrainmentof knowledge in 
this and otherpoints of true Religion; For the Sacrament 
it ſelfe, wee ſhall not erre infollowing rhat rule, which 
holds true inall Diyinity,that>Wee ſhallthe better know 
the nature of ſexzet mylieries by firſt, making conſcience - 

+ 6% | | «- 


» 


«doubts, as haue beerrraiſed touching thisSacrament, 'ra- 


 teſelfe. Icome therefore in the firlt place, to put you in 


"for receiaing the Sacrament. 


to' co practile out knowneduety. And therefore this Sacra. 
ment being inſtitutedin the Church forthe continuall ex. 
erciſe of many heavenly graces of the Saints,much rather 
than for the imploiment of their wits in long diſpates 8 
curious ſpeculations about the' nature of tha holy ordi- 
nance; itwill becyl hope, not vnfit, firſt to acquaint you, 
how this Sacrametit ſerues for the increaſe of grace inthe 
heartsof the godly,and hereaftcr,as God ſhall giue ability 
and opportunity,tovnfold thetruth in'ſuchcontrouerted 


ther by the darknefle & ſuperſtition of mens braines than 
from any true difficulty that can befound in thelaſticution 


minde of that which concernes our ChriltianpraRtice a» 4. 754 Cz 
boat this Sacratnent. where our ducty is twoſold::::,-/; 

T. A frequentcelebration of this Sacrament.” . ' - 

2," A right remembrance of Chrilts death, ſet forth 
vntovsthercin, - | 

Both theſe ducties are compriſes ads PORN toys . 
jnthoſe words of the inſtiration,in 1:CoritT, 4 FD ng TOR IT 

Againe/erſe 24: © This doe yee nremembrance of wee, And & | nba, Ss 
verſe 25, This dee'moft as yee drikg it; iv remenbrautref Je ( —endes 


Verſe 26, For «4 as mor flutliedts thirbread anddoints'f; [ole 3% 5 | 
this cp, ye doe (hew Lords death till be come, : Tp Bog Pf 
Theſe words 5s plaincly containethoſetwo foremen—r—r— 2 on 
tioned ducties, concerningthe time when this Sacramenit/*; ah, CY, Ts, 
is tobe cclebrated,andthatis,Often; and touching:the mas Wy. 
ner or endof its cclebrarion, which MSEIIIING 
brance of the death of Chriſt. 2 718 
For the firſt, thar its a neceflary duety which les 
euery one, oftento frequent this Sacrament; it wereonly/__,., 
to be wiſhed;thatour praftice were ascontormable,as out 5_ << u £4 57 | 
conſciencesare generally conuictcd of thetruth of it, Yet 4; + ” HE A 
if any man liſt ro doubt, theſe reaſons may 4 moon him yards. - 
that will not be obſtinate. = 
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nee drank it. wins here implics amwaus: agoften asyee | 
doe it, therefore doe itoften not once in our age as Bap- 
tiſme,ncuer tobe repeated; noronce a ycareand no more, 
as the Paſſcouer: but manytimes in our age,many:times in 
a yeare, accordingas the Saints in the PrimitineChurch 
vnderſtood the meaning of theſe wordsand notasſomein 
theſe times, when Sophiſtry hath wrangled ourDiuiniey, 
would ſceme tocauill; thatbecaufe the wordsrunne[[Po 
it 4s oft 4s you cate this bread avid drinke thy cup therefore it 
is at their diſcretion to doe itas ſeldome as they pleaſe. 
2. Their owne neceflitic may perſwade them, if they 
can be ſenſible of their ſpirituall weaknefſe and wants. Let 
them looke inward,and ſec how great neede they hauc of 
many and often confirmations of theit Faich,renouations 
of their Repentance, of ſtirring vpthe graces ofGod in 
the ſoule;ro adde an edge and cagernefle yntoall ſpirituall 
 affcRionsafter holineſle, ro get vnto themfeluesrhe moſt 
powerfull prouocations ynto obedience. Euery one that 
hath grace,knowecs how frequently the power thereof is 
impaired by.temptations, weakned by worldly diltrati- 
ons cucty of our lawfull imployments, and oucr-maſtered: 
by theforceof finnefullluſts: ſo that they muſt needs dif- 
couer a great deale of ignorance in their ſpirituall eſtate, 
thatfeele notintheir ſoulesa pronenefſeto affamiſhment 
23 well as in their bodies; at leaſithryhewray intolcrable 
| eareleſhefſe, that finding the cmptinefle and leaneneſle of 
their ſoules,yernegle&to repaire oftenvnto this hojpTa- 
'$ X ble; whereon is ferforththe Bread of life, whereof when 
j1 1.93 30.12- they hane are; their *ſpirit may;.come againe , their 
| hearts may be ſtrengrhned,theirfoules mayderepleniſhed. 
il! as with —_ andfatnefſe. - WES bs 
| \ Wherefpre-giue me leaue to perlwade youto the pra». 
Qice of olpdiat: advety, and withall totellyou of chat 
ſault, whereot:this ago is extreamily: guilty. Avery ſhame 
iris tocomparethe-flackm fſeof our daics with the for- 
wardneſſe of thoſe primitiue times of the Church, in the 
afcen celebration & this haly Sacrament, Then xt was = 
L & NMUDNIITIEC 
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for receiving the Sacrament. _ 5 


_m—— — 


miniſtred almoſt every Lords day ; now weatefallen frm © 
fifty times a yeare, toonce, twice, thrice,or for the grea> 
teſt part to foure times in the yeare.. It is true, that.a5.in 
other, ſo in this diuine inſtitution, Satan hath donemnch 
by his malicious policy, to corrupt mens hearts ih-the-obs 
ſeruation of it: when the Sacrament was adminiſtred of. 
ten, he brought ir into contempt by the commonnefle of 
it, now that it is adminiſtred feldome, thorough: igne- 
rance., iris abuſed and negle&ed as vnnecefſary,.I-may 
 _notpreſcribe how often the celebration theref is fit tobe 

vſcdtour Church hathpartlyleft it tothediſcretion ofher 
Miniſters,partly inioyned thefolemnization thereofat the 
leaſt * three times a yeare. Shee hathfeene the vyntoward. * Sec the book 
linefle of her Children, who muſt be compelled by law to *f Ea2006- 


come invnto this feaſt, or elſe the Lords 


ſtand vafurniſhed of gueſts, 


A ſtrange matter that men ſhould neede a Law tobring 
themtothe Sacrament-One would thinke thatmens'con- 
ſciences ſhould herein be a Law vnto themſclues,and that 
there were no neceſſity to hauea Statute for hungry men 
to cate, or for ſicke folke totakephylicke. Bat here igthe 
intolerable infidelity andirreligion of onr times ; did not 
feare of Law and ſhame of the world preuaile more with 
many,than any benefitwhiabtheyperceiue isto begotten 
by frequentingtheSacrament,they thatnow come but ſel- 
dome,would come.neucrvithey hane no appectitetothis 
fpiritnall bread, their taſtecannotrelliſh this Angels food, . 
and thence the Table of the Lord is contemotible in their 
eyes, 2nd their very; fauile loatheth this bread of heauen. 

I confefle indeed, that perſecutian 1s a ſharpe ſpurre to 
put men. on vponthediligent pratice of allreligiousduc- 
ties: and ſo it was inthe Primitiue Chnrch, that the bit- 
terneſs of aflitions gaueadweeter rellih to religion. Ne- 
erthelefſe they muſt necde3beall nurtured, that willido 
nothing without beating and. very ſtrange it-is thatmen 
ſhould - conſtantly waite ypon:the. ſcruice of God, when: 

1t,andchen falloffto 

3 


paiae &. difgrace terrific them from 


Tablc is likely to 


negle: 


(hriftion DireSfions 


'negleRit, when honour, peace and liberty inuitethem to 
it. And-whar,my brethren,had the bloud of Chriſt a freſher 
caſte in theſe firſt agesafter it was newely thedde?had hig 
Gcrificed body a more fragrant ſmell, inviting the Saints 
like birds of prey to flye from far with maructlous fwift. 
neſſe,vnto this dead bur yet all-quickning carcafle ? Hath 
itnow,throughtra& ofrime, loſt that ſwcernefle where. 

with heretofore it cheared both God and Man ?Noytis we 

haue loſt onr ſenſes, our faith, onr zeale, our loue. Chriſts 
bloud;like rhe Mannain the Arke,putrefies not,but endu- 
reth for cuer,to feed vs alloin theſe lait ages of the world 
vntocuerlaſtiag life. That fountaine which was opened 
in his{ide,runnesyet afreth, and hath an cacrlaſting ver. 


' tuctocleanſe vs from the leaproſie of tinne, and to coole 


the heate ofa weary foale;inflaned with finne and the fire 
of Gods wrath,only if we canbeſenfible of our thirſt, and 
thar our hearts canpant after theſe waterbrookes,running 
amaine vnto them for refreſhing, when weare furiouſ] 

chaſed by our iniquiticsfollowing vs at the heeles. Whers 
fore,my beloned brerhrenglet vsbe adnomithed henceefors 
ward to make conſcienceoffrequentingthe Lords Fable; 
ſo often as by fit: opportaity wee may cnioy the benefit 
thereof, left our lazicſlothfulnefle beat laſtpuniihcd for a 
profane contempt of thepreciouvbloud of our Lotd Icfus 


reſt Hires 5 BOT YO NN SRIETSIBC II UNEDININTNST 

' 'This be ſpokenof the firſt ducty in comming tothe Sa. 
crament ;the nextfollowes;rouchingthat which istobee 
done about the celebrationof it.Now this is'ingen=rall,A 
folemne commemorationofrhedeath of Chrift;exprefled 
in thoſeword+['Ds chi imremembravce of mee Jand in thoſe 
[Tee ſbew forth the Lords death till be come. ] Which words 
doe ſummarily declare' what was the end and'iment of 
Chriſt,in inſtzutingthisSacrament;and what isthe ducty 
which hee requiresotieuery Chriſtian in the ſolemnizin 
thereof; namely,Thactherinwe ſhould makeaperpetuall 
commemoration of his death and paſſion vntorhe end of 
the world, till he come againe to1udgemens. Now this 


remMmem- 


@Q 01 wont ae (OE EE LM Ryr cw 


ld 


for recetuing the Sacrament 
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remembrance of thedearh of Chriſt in the Sacrament, is 
to be taken in a double ſenſe : - : 

1, In oppoſition tothe outward Elements and Cere- 
monies in the Sacrament. | Tens 

2.:.In relation to thoſe ſpirituall graces of the ſoule,, 
which are tobecxcrciſed in this commemoration, 

In the former muli be ſhewed vpon what our hearts & 
thoughts mult be fixed in the holy-Sacrament;namely,noe 
on the Elements and actions of the-Sacrameme ; bur on: 
Chriſt and his benefits; all the deſires of our foulesmuſt be 
towards him,and to the remembrance of his Name. 

In the latrer it will appeare,how,& in what mannerone. 
ſoules muſt be fixed on Chriſt ; namely,not in a bare hiſto. 
ricall remembrance of his ſufferings, but in a powerfull 
and gracious feeling of the vertue of his death, working 
life and holineflc in our ſoules. X | 

Of theſetwo points in order ;.and of the firſt briefly, 
which is this,That our thoughts arenot todwell vpon the 
outward elements and aRtions.of the Sacrament,hurt from 
themto be: raiſed vptothe meditation of Chriſts ſuffe- 
rings,andthe benefits we obtaine thereby. 

Doe this imremembrance of mee, ſaith Chriſt, s,e. of my 
death,andyour.redemption by it; not,Do this for itowne 
fake, looking no furtherthan- what is vidble.to your cies 
in the outward folemnity. Neuer was any Ceremony; Le- 
gall or Euangelicall, appointed for its own worth;as if ci. 
ther God were pleaſed, or mans ſoule edified in-grace by 
ſachcarnall obſeruations. For God is aSpirity and will al-- 
waics bee worſhipped in ſpiritand truth: and. mans ſoule 
is a ſpirit of a purc and immortall ſubſtance which cannot. 


4 


bee nouriſhed and maintained in life and ſtrength by.any 


outward fading thing or ation; bur only bythar which is 


oportionable to.its owneceleſtiall and ſpiritual quality; 
Now this alone is the grace andfaucur of God,the:trea : 


ry and ſtore-houſe whereof isthe,perfon of ourener-bleſ+ 
ſod Mcdiator Icſus Chriſt, ynto whom the ancient Church 
was directed in all Leuiticall obſcruations , (o-whons 
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theſe Enaneelicall Sacraments doe ſtill direct vs 
Wherefore youare againe to be admoniſhed , thoſe e- 
ſpecially of the younger ſort, That they do attentiuely ob. 
Gone what that thing is, whereabouts all their meditati« 
ons arctobe employed inthis ſacred bufinefle. Remem- 


ber thathere Chriſt crucified isall in all,in ezery element, 


ir every ation, When thou ſeeft the Bread and Wine ſe- 

arated by conſecration vnto this holy vſe, thinke on 
Chriſt ordained and fore-appointed by the Father from 
eterlaſting, vnto the accompliſhment of our redemption 
by his blond-ſhedding, When thou ſeeſt the Bread broken, 
aid the Wine powred forth ; thinke on Chritt torne and 
rent'in his precious body with ſtripesand wounds, pairied 
ee to the death im his molt holy ſoule, full of the wrath 
of God and indignation of the Almighty,by whom he'wag 
ſmitten for thy ſinnes, and plagued for thy rranſgreſfons. 
Whenthe Miniſteroffers to thee the Bread & Wine,think 
on Chriſt giuen vato thee of God freely, and gininghim- 
ſelfe vntothee if thou wilt receiue him, When thou receis 


ueſt and cateſt theſe elements, think'on Chriſt;thatliving - 


*Bread;that giues lifeynto thy ſoule, and by his merits pre- 
ſernes itfrom eternalldeath. Knitthy heart vnto him by 
thedand of an holy faith ,- throw thy ſelfe into hisarmes 
Kretchied out on 'the Crofſe to embrace thee; waſh rhy 
ſoule in his bload','that thou mailt beecleane; hidethy 
ſelfe in the holes and clefrs of this rocke, fromthe {ſtormy 
tempelt of Gods wrath, that it may not touch thee ; put 


thine hands &thy fingers into his ſide,and the printof the 


nailes, and cry ont with that blefſed Apoſtle inthe higheſt 
degree of alt poſſible reioycing, Mr Loxp a n'D Mr 
Gov. This isthe life of this holy Sacrament , without 
which'ſpirituall applications, all is but'a dead andempry 
Cerettiony:Whertoremiſcrableis theirerror, whoout of 

orihee vr a'wrong opinion,bend their ſeriſes & amuſe 
their ERA vpon the things which inthis Sagras 
ment are preſented ynto their bodily eyes, neuer looking 
vpvitothe graccsanq merits of Chriſt,vato whom = 
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they know not wherefore;and tlhicy dothere they Know 


their worldly. bufinefſe before andafter; tempered heir 


indoing as'wellas ſaying, We liftthem vpwneoche Lox@, 
Chrit gineskisDitiplsywheach "rogertior with the 


by þ 


Lemmon 
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guilty of this offence ; 1.Papiſts,whozin this & the whole Ns. 
frame of their Religion, loue toglory inthe fleſh, and 0 
doate ypon: carnall outward ceremoniouſneſle;' reſt too 
much in the 9pau operatuns, the worke done, without'all 
power and{ifeof holineffein the doer, 2: The ſecondſort 
are ignorant Proteſtants, of whomthere be thouſandschat 
vaderſtand nothing at all of the endand vic of theſe my- ; 
ſeries. wry ry to behold:the demeatzone of Þ * 
nary ſort'of peopleatthe Sacrament; they come thither 


not what ; they cannot telt how to laoke, which way to 
carge themfelucs abontany'holy meditations; many times 
cnn picttandotanteleletrrtwagawizo nan. 
ordinary pitch;and'fo ill;their Are ama» 
zed 7" heightof theſe my fterics, and forthe rime, they 
are like a blocke, thinking nothingAat albz or elſerhet = 
thoughts fall flaton thecarth;zg baſe and bodiythings, 
yea ſome in thar wonderfull, city,astoimagine t 
comethitherfor a draught of fweer wine;andamorſell of 
finerbread- or at be Oper thoughrsno higher 
than the Communion Table , thinking;rhat-if they-haye 
receiued the outwardelements ina reuerent manner, be- 
haued themſclucs decent! ing thatation, forborne 


tongues from allvnciuillſpecetr, and 'demeaned then. | = 
ſclues mannerly for that day , thenthatthey have dbnea 

right acceptablegpecce of ſeruice to:God. This ſ{typidi 

of many,whetherPopiſh-or Clownifh;cannot burbemuc 

commilcrated by allchoſe,ynto whoarir is giuen toknow 

any thing concerning the myſteries of the Kingdome of 

God, Toconclude this point, ketysfememberthatadmo- 

nition the Ghurch giuethvein this buſineſle,callingon ve 

with a$#7fwm cords, Lift vp your hearts,and lJeCounfiver 


Yea,be wealwayes mindfull of that getierall;talk which 
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fimple Capernaites, hearing Chrift cali-himſcife [/uing 


Bredd ]and [bs fl-fb. Meate mdcede]and [bis blend Drinks 

iudeede] were muchoffcnded at it, as an abſurd impoſſibi- 
lity ; Ghriſt tells chem they miſtooke. his meaning, [/e 
5+the Sparit, ſaith he, that :qnicknerh,, the flijb profircth no- 
thing : the words that 1 ſpeak? wnto you they are Sprrit andibey 
are Life] lob. 6.63 © | 


Thus you ſee whom we mult remember, in,and by this 
Sacrament, waz, Chriſt, and him;crucifed:;- lp the next , 


place we arc to conſider; in what. manner this comme mo- 
ratiofi is to bee maille, [Doe this in rewembraxce of mec. } 
What?:in a bare recounting tile ſtory of his paſſion,ampli. 
fying the indignity of all circumſtances, in-curious con- 
templations about cucryPallage of Chriſt, fromthe ar- 
denrothe graue? Is this all? no,nor halfe : You mult ther. 
fore here remember. a rule ginen-by Divines, [That in 
$cripturewords of knowledge, in matters berweeneG 


—apbiluHecing Etions, And asGod isfaid re 
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toknow the wic 68 
wc are commanded toknawy 
tor,&c. wee mult not ſtreight 
ſpeculation of the Head, bur extend itvnto the holy deyo- 
tion of the Heart,and obedicnce of the Hand. In this ſenfe 


likes them not ;ſo when 


memberour Crea- 


mult Chriſt crucified bee remembred of ys uu che Sacra- | 


meEr,notonly as an obictofourKnowledge,but principgl- 
ly.as the obieRt of our Louc,onraith, our Hepe,our Toy, 
our Thankſgiuing, our Obedience#Thdſc and other hea- 
nenly graces, arcall tobe ſet Re Ay abour 
this remembrance of Chriſt in the Sac tzand ittsthe 
ancreaſe and exerciſe of cheſe graces, that our Sauiour in- 
tcnded, when ke inſtituted this Sacrament, commanding 
vs to obſcrue tin remembrance of him,and by it to ſhew 
his death till his comming againe. But that we may goe a 
lietle more particularly to work in this point,obſerue that 
there arc foure principall graces that hauc a ſingular vſe 
ini this holy e: they are 1.Faith, a.Repeptance, 
hankfulnede,4Lone,. Touching which, I wonlgee 
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hane you cxpeR, that] ould herFMandle chem atlarge, 


by way of common place : my purpoſe only at this time is 
colhewyou what ſingular vertue may bee drawne from 
the meditation of Chriſts death,for toquicken 8& increaſe 
the life and power of al[thoſe forementioned graces. I will 
doe this briefly, defiring the younger ſort eſpecially; care- 
fully to attend vnto ſuch generall heads of meditation as 
I ſhall propoſe, tothe end their thoughts may haue ſome 
matter whereon toworke, which otherwiſe will-bee too 
_ toowilde,and confuledly diftracted. Pactilh 
I. Firſt then touching Faith, Chriſt crucified is pro- 
poſed vntovs inthe Sacrament,as theobic& of our Faith, 
alluring vs toa firme belicfe in him,ypon theſeewo ſtrong 
perſwaſions: _ | 
IT. That heis a Sauiour All-fufficient, hauing with him 
lenteous. Redemption. ,.One.that hath, paid the vemoſt 
arthing that could be demanded for ourranſome, hauin 
trodden the winepreſſe of the fiercewrathofthe Almigh- 
tic, and borne ypon his ſhoulders the whole burden. of 
that vengeance,which would hane ſunke our ſoulcy.ts the 
bottome of hell.. * A Sauiour- that hath mow cobond 
a I thepowers of darknefle ; and ſpoyled them, leading 
captiuity captiue : Thereby purchafing for vs a Kingdoine 
that cannot [oe dhakeen bas ſure and ſtedfaſt againit all yjo- 
lence of our ſpirituall aduerfaries, euena and-firme- 
eſtate in preſent. grace, and an open andfajre paſlageyngo 
that immortality & glory which ſhall be rencaled. Whers 
fore iaſtly hath he inthis Sacrament ſet forthhimſeIfeyn- 
co vs,vnder the two elements of Bread and Wine,parts'of 
one complete and perfeRnouriſhment: toaflure vs, that 
in hismerits,there isan abſolutcall-ſuficiency tobringvs 
to cucrlaſting life. '. i *Yorrolarts 
- 2+ -Thathee'isa Sauiour freely ginen of God and yi- 
uing himſelfe yntoys, He laid downe hislife freely, no 
ing power totake it from him: axd thereferc ke 


- 
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ns, | | 

| freely gaue his ficſh for the life ofthe world; and. in the 
ons heel eons hifeliena euery belcener, bo 
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be receiuedandimbMed by him, Both theſe are ſtrong 
motiues to quicken otr faith in remembring Chriſts 
death: forif either the greatnefle of the work of redemp- 
tion, and ſurpaſling difficulty to ſaue a finner,ſhould terri= 
fiews zwe know-whareuer it be,he hath finiſhed it: or if 
ourynworthinefſe(hould diſcomfort vs;we ſee that Chriſt 
ſtaies not tillwe can deferne him ; but as he died for vs _ 
when we were viworthy,ſocuen whilſt we are vnworthy 
heeoffers himfſelfe to vs in all the benefits of his death, 
Wherefore let vs ina lwelyfaithfaſtenour eyes vpon this 
Brazen ſerpent; lifted vp on the crofſe ro-curethe fierie 
ſtingrngs of finne : let'our eyes, our thoughts,and our affe- 
&ions bedrawne after him, and-learne we, asthe Apoftle 
exhorts, to truſt perfe&tly vnto that ſaluation which is 
ought vnto vs. This for Faith. - | 1 
'ics;- Inthe next place is required the exerciſe ofRepen-. 
cnce,to which there is no prouccation in the world more 
powerfull.than the ſerious meditationof Chrilt crucified. 
Two motines thereare, which commonly beſt preuaile 
with all natures, toworke in them ſorrow for-an offence; 
andchey are both in thismatter moſt linely and vigorous, 
x, - Mercie wonderfull and incredible to a deſperate 
offender, beyond all hope and expeation of his. When 
we were of no ſtrength, when we were ſinners, when we 
were enemies, cacn then Chriſtin histimedied for vs,as 
the Apoſtle notably aggrauates the death of Chriſt, Ros, 5, - 
6.810, How hopeleffe was the ſtate of vs men being once 
fallen by our firſt tranſgreffion? and yet cuen this in extre- 
mity of miſery, how proudly and rebellioufly did we car- 
=_ ſelues againſt that Maieſty, whom wee had offen- 
edi Yerthen behold'in God the riches of all patience, 
preſence apc compaſſion :heis mindfull of vs, when we 
ad forgor-both: him and ourfelnes ;his mercifull wiſe- 
dome! preuents all thought; and care, and poſbility in vs, 
ofprofiiding the meanegofdur'reconery.Now where'ma- 
lee and*ynworthineffe is thus onercome” vf ctpmonny 
eextaintly if there be avy Farke of grace;ofnoble nature, 
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of ingenuity left within vs, it cannot bee but our hearts 
ſhould-be overcome with ſorrow, for offendingſo graci- 
ous a Maſter, and rent afunder with godly gricte for the 
diſpleaſure of ſo louing a Father. 

2. The horriblenatureof the offence,which,when it 
is \mall,isſleighted, but ſtrikesthe heart wichaltoniſhmenc 
& confuſion,when tis capitall.Now fin is of the worſt-de- 
ſcruing quality thar poſſibly may be;and it appeares by no= 
thing ſo much as the furious diſpleaſure of God inflited 
on Chriſt, when he bare our ſinnes in his body vpon the 
tree: Trace him from the Garden to Golgotha, and you 
ſhall ſee whole armies of ſorrowes ready to inuade him) 
eueryfteppe hee treads, the deeper he wades intoaſca of 
bloud, and wounds, and ſtripes, and waters of afliction; 
men;and diuells, yeaand God himſclfe fight againſt him ; 
he is forſaken of God, perſecured,deſpiſed,and ſcorned of 
all the world, affailedand tempted by all the powers of 
hell, become the aſtoniſhment of Angels, the wonderand 
amazement cuen of ſenſclefle creatures: Ah,my Brethren, 
were our ſoules in his ſtead,and did we feele hut the leaſt 

of that anguiſh which poſſefſed and incompaſſed that 
Foly perſon within and without : how miſcrable might 
we iudge our caſeto be? Blefſed we are now, that in this 
we fcele itnot : but yet we ſhall nor bee blefſed alwayes, 
valefle wee can INIT fecling of it.”- Where- 
fore let vsturne our thoughts vpon our crucified Sauiour, 
and looking vpon him whom wehaue pierced, letvs as 
weare commanded,Zach.1 2.10:;[ Mourne for himas one 
mournethfor his only ſonne,andbe in bitterneflefor him, 
as onethar isinbitterneſsfor hisfirſtþorm.JLetvs ſee the 
cauſe of his ſufferings tobe in our ſelues, and lament we 
for eur ſinnes that haue ſlaine the Lord of Life. And'now 
letvs learne toacknowledge what adeteſtable thing ſinne 
is, which- deſerued ſo-horriblea puniſhment , that could 
turne the fauonrable countenance of the moſtmercifull 
and pitifull God, into frownes and fierce diſpleaſure a- 
Sainkt his dearcly beloued Sonne, as _ as he — 
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himthe perſonof an offender. Shall the pleaſures of finne 
be ſweeert tovs,which cauſed Chriſt to drinke of the bitter 
cup, cuen downe tothe dregges? Shall wee makeaieſt of 
that,that made Godangry in the greateſt earneſt thateuer 
was ? Seemeth that a light thing in our - ane brought 
on Chrift a burden fo heauy, thar it prefled the blond our 
of his veines, the foule out of his body ? Oh how would 
theſe meditations daſh in pieces the conceptions of luſt in 
their infancy ? How mightily cffenall would rhey beeto 
mortifie our corruptions,and crucifie the body of finnein 
vs? Know this and rememberit,That of all motiues to re- 
pentance, andpreſeruatiuce againſt the infeftion of finne, 
there is none ſo powerfull, as continually in all places and 
imployments to beare about withvs in our hcarrs and me- 
ditations, the Dying of the Lord Teſus : : 
And this of Repentance: it followes that we ſpeake of 
the third grace tobe exerciſed in this holy commetnora- 
tionof Chriſtsdeath, which is Thankefulneſſe, Agrace of 
fingulac vſe in this Sacrament, which thence takes its 
name of Encerifive, whereby it 18 frequently ſtiled, Sor- 
row and ioy muſt herebe mingled together ;a ſorrow for 
finne that deſerued ſuch ſufferings, but a ioy.vnſpeakable 
and glorious, in Thankſgiving to Chriſt for hisgreat mer- 
cy,in taking vpon him ſuch ſufferings, And great cauſe 


ere is, weſhould be'thankfull fox the deathof Chriſt,in | 


theſcthree reſpe&s. 

1. Becauſebyit the greateſtbleſſing that cucr was, is 
purchaſed for vs ; namely, pardon of finne,reconciliation 
with God,grace and glory. | jf- 

, 2+ Becauſe there t6on our part, the greateſt vyndeſert 
of it that may be. For wherin was God beholding vntovs? 
we were his creatures when we were at beſt, and then he 
ncedcd vs not ; we were his enemies, when wee were at 
worit,and he had juſt cauſe to hate and puniſhvs..; - + 

' 3- [n regard of the.infinite diſproportion betweene vs 
and Chriſt who died for vs; the iuſt for the vniuſt;the 
lord for rhe flaue, the King for the ſubieR, the Creator 
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forthe ctcature. All theſe are forcible motines to ſtirre vp 
invsa thankfull reioycing in the Lord our Sautour , that 
hath done fo great things -for our ſoules. It-Chouſd make 
our hearts breake forth into bleſſings, and thankes , and 
praiſes, admirati6ns,and extollingsof the wonderfull fa- 
our he hathſhewed to the ſonnes of men, Wherefore if 
it be poffibleylet vs bring onr hearts in tune,to beare a part 
in that new ſong, which theelders ſing before the throne 
of the Lambe, Rew.5.9,10.[ Thow art worthy to take the books 


and to open the ſeales thereof: for thow wait ſlain and baſt redee- ' 


wed 115 to God by thy bloud, ont of enery kindred,avd tinguegnd 
People and nation, and haſt made vs unto our God,. Kings and 
Priefts,and we jhallreigne on the Earth, |] And fora: fwoeter 
harmony,let the Angels be admitted into thisquire ; with 
them and rheSaints,fing we as it is verf.x 2, [Worthy «@ the 
Lambe that was [lame to receiue power and riches, and wiſdowe, 
and ſtrength, and bonony, and glory, and bleſring :T\ ca, fora 
full Conſorr,letvs with cuery creature in heauen,inearth, 
vnder the carth , and in theſca, fingas it is inverſ, 1 3, 
[ Bleſring honour, glory and power, be vnre bins (hat fittethvpon 
the Fhrone, and unto the Lambe. for ener and exer,”] And fo 
much alſoof the third grace.: the laſt followes,which is 
4+ Loue vnto Chriſt,ina holy affe&ion of the loule,car- 
rying vswith full defiretothe enioying of him,8 makin 
vsto preferre onr communion with him, befor all things 
that inthis world maychallenge our deareftreſpeR, All 
thoſe motiues that ſtirrevpto Thankfulnefſe,prouokealſo 
vnto Loue; the ſmalneſs ef cur deferrt,the greatneffe of the 
benefit;ztheglorionſnesofthe perſon,allarc here ina fingu- 
lardegree, and for them Chriſt deſerves our Love inthe 
higheſt degree thatwe canpoſſibly ſhew it in. Herice-the 
Church in the Canticles canfindenonames fo fir wherby 
to call her Spouſe Chriſt Icſus,as theſe ;[ Him whom her 
foule loueth, her Beloued,and her well beloued, Its adimi- 


| - rablewhatpleaſures ſhe takesindiferibing and talking of 


hisrare excellencics ;hereshertull:contentment, angche 


welbglened 


height of her joy and peace, thatthe; jsable ro lay; AH Canyy, 
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welbeloned is mine, and 1 am hz. 7] Certainely,my Brethren, 
wereour hearts truely ſpirituall,had ourſoules taſted how 
good the Lord Ieſus hath beene vnto vs, were our eyes 
"_ toſcehimart the right hand of God clothed with 
beauties of holinefle, glory, and maicſty,it could not be 
but that our ſinnes , or pleaſures, all the pompe of this 
world would bee moſt vile and deſpicable in our eſteeme, 
and nothing but Chrift would. appeare worthy of our 
Loue,Dclight and Admiration. 
... Theſe are: thoſe heaucnly graces of chiefe marke, that 
recciue life and ſtrength fromthe death of Chriſt,r 
bred in this Sacrament. And the effet of them all is our 
obedience in life and conuerſation, that we ſhould ſerue 
him faithfully; that hath bought vs at ſo deare a price. 
This is thetrjall ofthe trach of allrhoſe forenamed graces; 
when our Faith works by Loue, our Repentance is appro- 
ved by reformation, -our Thankfulnefſe and Loye ſhewne 
in-keeping of his Commandements. This is alſo the end of 
the death of Chriſt,who hath redeemed vs from onr vaine 
conuerſation, wherein wee lived inthe luſts of the fleſh, 
that hencefgrth we ſhould live vnto him : who hath deli- 
ucred vsfrom the feare of our enemies, that wee ſhould 
ſerue him in righteouſnefle and holinefſe all our daies. 
And thug you ſee whatit is rightly to remember Chriſt 
crucified, and to ſhew forth the Lords deathin the vie © 
this holy Sactament, cnento remember him with beleef 
uing, with penitenr, with thankfull,with loving, with 0” 
bedient hearts.Not to remember him inthis ſort, istofor- 
get him; not to know the vertuc of kis death inthis man - 
ner,is to bee ignorant of Chriſt crucified. Ancxcellent 
knowkdegc, but of all moſt difficult to be pur in praQtice. 
Tis an ca{ie thing to turathe ſtory intoa tragedy,to make 
AaScenicall repreſentation of the death of Chrilt , as the 


Papiſts vſec to doe on Friday,or tocompile acurious 
declamation of ri rr In and Prea- 


chers doc intheir Leaten Sermons. I diſcommend not e- 
loquence inſo excellent a ſubicRt,wordscannot m_—_ 
d ELLOWE 


| Clucs of thi, 
- cill your, hearts can bleed in forrowfar finne, as. Dis 


- 
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beſtowed than herez yer there isancrror to be feared, leſt 
the onaly be imployed , where the heart chicfl 
ould be buſicd : and there isdanger alſo leſt ſuch hi 
diſcourſes proue not ynlike thoſe of Tragedians, made 
more.to breed admiration ofthe Pact, than attention and 
obſcruation of the fa. Thus much I may ſafely ſay,that 
the meditationofthe death of Chriſt;requiresnot ſomuc!] 
ſtrength of wit and inuention , as the excrciſc of all holy 
ang alone of th alot the increaſe of piety 
«nd obedience, There cannatbe a greater incongruity, 
than ro diſcourſe of fo bly alubcEwichan a 
heart;zroamplificthe indignity of Chriſts paſſion, and yer v 
not be moued at all to remorſe of conſcience for finne ; to 


diſciples here fay, Ecce quales font 
the ſcruants of the crucified God, 


fanc , intemperate, giphe 
muſt nceds be,willhe then ſay cheyhauea bad maſter chat 
arc. ſuch euill ſeruants:. $5 ext bow diſarrent -beni. 
and, Santta 4 Chrittianis fierent , fiChriſtre ſanta decwifer. 
Thus whilſt ſome profeſſe themſclues Chriſtianggthey are 
a reprochynto Chriſt adiſgraceoftheGoſpelland ſhame 
of all Berge Foal ena perſyade x 

sthat youncucr know ChrilCovcitied anghe,, 


P. 4 þ | 


for ſatizfaCtion, till your Faith embrace him, |yourſoulcs 
| "= WR reloy6e 
« 


— GL 
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reloyeet in him; your ſoue defixed onfiimm; till bis Jeark 
haue cauſed the death of ſinnein you :till then know that 
you are but ignorant inthisgreat myltcry of Chriſts ſuffe- 
rings.:And nowyGuare to goc vntothe Sacrament, take 
timeand care tothinke of theſe things 3 ſo may you goe 
_ comfort, aid depart thence- wit profit vnto your 
oules, 

"The ile af ter he hath declared thetiue inſtitution 
of the Sacrameht,and the right end to be obſeruedin the 
celebrationof it,naiyely;The nw tuall commemoration 
of Chriſtsdeath,inthe words before ſpoken of ; hee'goes 
forward in thenext placetoſhew the great danger chat 
men run into by pernerting this holy Inſtitution,and abr- 
fibg of it to ck ny wr & purpoſes. They commit a great 
—_ which drawesvpon them ge ladyeinerits both 

'andetervall Eleſſe by diligetitexamination of 
. theraſelues, the finne be preuented,and the puniſhment re- 
moued. This the apoltledorhfrom th the 27:verſ.vntothe 
[$3- verſe,The reſolution! of Which worde leinbricfe thus: 
; They contaitie-'' a, $5 

I. The ime bf vimwoirt wet raul: verſi2y. -_ 

2, The meanesro atoyd'thisſinne, which is duc exa- 
— of onesſelfe before the Sacrament; verſ,28. * 
| The ptiniſhinene which they incurre,whocommit 
' theſinbl andricglcR the tnicancs; now that ts damnation ; 
or iudgemient,verſ. 2g. ©" 

This puniſhment as it istemporal, rianiplifed: 4.1 waics: 
7. 'Byexpcrimentin theC Church of Corinth,whercin 


- God maB6i8 © gRnrrnns indgements he inflicted vpon 
rhem; hoveitoNhew = their profanationof 
x pocant Proves roy hg Jo, - tt? 


> 2" By thietruecauſe of Ld afiSions.the not-indgo- 

05, dye age —_— tierefs theſe iudgement 

10.9, 9 vw Ore 1 $carne 

| vicarke bg hekn bring rhew-torepentancefor 
their abuſe 6PGods ordinance, leſtotherwile going 

*oizelteyfullimeo furchor condemnation,ver{.32, 
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vnworthy communicating atthe Lords 
the Apoſtle ſpeakes in theſe words, 


" At chispreſentI ſhall ſpeake only rometngthe finne of - 
adle, whereof 


Parſe 27. fu gre”, aruR this bread, end 


drinks the cup of the Lord wawmorthill 
and bland of the Lord, | 
 Inthis verſe we haue two generall parts : 


be guilty of thebodia * 28 #5" 


I. Thefinne it ſelfe, enworthy recciuing the Sacra- 
ment,inthoſe words [ #Whoſoener ſhall eate &6.vmworthily,] 
2, The quality of this finne; tis noſmall fault , bura 
bloudy offence 3 tistobe guilty of murder, and that of the 
beſt man that cuer was, Chrilt Ieſus: [Hee ſhell be guile- 


t3,&c. ] 


Oftheſe in order. Firſt let ys enquire whatit isto cate. 
this Bread and drinke this-Cup, 5.e. to recciue thie Sacra« 
ment vaworthily,«raZs.Viiorthinefle. in recciuingthe: 
Sacrament,may be taken in reſpeR either of the —_ 


of the manner of recciuing. Vonworthineſle of 


perſon. 


isnot here meant, for ſo tis apparent that no man can 
come worthily to the Sacrament, for as muchas thebeſt of 
men cannot 'deſerue of God the ſmalleſt bleſſing of this | 
life, much lefſe ſo great a fauour as to enioy the benefit of 
the Word and i gra to —_— "op hor 
in our jique Leiturgie , wee doe iuſtly acknowledge, 
[That Jn 1. ſo come 14 ;the Table, truſting, in awr 
righreowſneſſe but in Gods great mergy'; «nd that we 'are nat 
worthy ſo much as to gather the crunmes vuder the Lords Table] 


muchleſſe to fit thereat as a gueſt, 


 Vnworthinefſe then is here tobe taken inregardofthe 
mannerof receiung./ A poore man may be: ynworthy to 
be ſet ata Kings table,but yet he mayitherecarry himſelfe 


worthily;:e-nfucha decent behauiour, as is a 


cable to: 


the reuerence and maieſty of the place in which he is. So 

we arc ynworthy to fit at this Table, yet when God in- 

uites vsthithcr, wee may carryour ſclues worrhily,4e. in 

ſuch a holy diſpoſition of our hearts,and reuerent demea» 

our in our outward aQtion, - God requires of vs info 
* | 


ſacred 
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ſacted's buſitiefſe.” The potierty;blindnefle;lameneſle, and: 
the like, is not obicted toſuchas cometo the Marriage- 
feaſt, Marth. 22, but the matter thatis queſtioned, is the 
want of a wedding garment. *Now your know ,"that hee- 
which taakes's Foſemne ſtimprnotisfeaſt,cannor bur take 
it as an indignity and difhonour offere& to him and his" 
cheer, if any be ſorudeas tothruſt in himſelfe among the. 
reſt,inhisraggedand vile apparrell.; Ler vs then fee how 
wee'may* offend in the manner of celebrating this Sacra» 
metit : Weſhallknow this by thatwhich the _ re- 
proues it theſe Corinthians, ' They had'many faults ; a- 
mongthemthey'are hereraxed for-diffentions, 8 quarel- | 
ſomefa&ions amongſtthemſclues, verl. 18. for profane- 
neſs,in comming tothe Sacramentwithas little reuerence 
as they did ——_ Lone-feaſts; nay with lefle, hauing in 
thoſe feaſts firftdiltempered themſfelues, verſ,2 1. for ex- 
ceſle inthcir Loue-feaſts, and thence comming drunken 
to theSacrament, verſ. 21. laſtly,for pride and diſgaine,in 
deſpifing the poorer ſort , that: had not wherewithall to 
carry matters inf6 brave and: frolike manner” as them< 
ſelues,verf22.Thus they cared not with what mindes,nor - 
in what manner they came tothe Lords Supper, making 
the Sacrament an occafionof debate,hatred,riotand [uxu- 
ry,which ſhould hanc been a cauſe of modeſty, peace, hu- 
enlity, ſobriety, and tone; The cafe'was tootoo bad with 
them,their diſordersbeing ſo foule, «hatthe Apoſtle pro- 
fefſeth in expreflerermes, that this their comming toge- - 
ther couldnot be called a cclebration of the Sacrament : 
["T bis us not faith he, to eatethe Loyds Supper verſ.20,Now 
whatthe Apoſtle reprones.in them, in.regard of the fere- 
named particulars,holdstrue by proportion mallcommu- . 
nicants,inregard of other the likediforders :-whence in 
the | a7 thisconcluſion: 

[They thatcclebrate this Sacrament in any other man- 
ner,with otheo mindesfor;other ends, than Chriſt inten- 
ded'in' his inſtirntion. of they obſcruce itynworthily,J 
«For this is a geneFall rule ronching every part of Gods 
* worinlp 


A 


— 
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worſhip, We muſt ſerue God, not as we thinke fit, but as 
he hath appointed ; God muſt bee iudge of his owne ho- 
nour- and in all matters of ſubſtance, theres nothing be. 
fittingand agreeable tohis liking; burthoſe things 
that he hath commanded,obſerued,anddone in that man. 
ner which he hath preſcribed, And therefore inthis Sa» 
crament, tis not what ends and fancies we haue of it, but 
what manner exerciſe of Religion God' hath -intended 
by it, thatis acceptable- Tf this rx, gs theSupper 
ofthe Lord is not celebrated worthuly , but vnworthily 
vrofaned, But not to ſtay vpongeneralities,let vs ſee how 
many waiestheSacrament isthusprofaned. *Twere end- 
lefle to reckonvp all particulars + wherefore obſerue that 
thercare generally three ſorts of people who doe vnwor- 


thily recetueit; ST. Ignorant. - 
TheqQ2.Superſtitious. _ 
C3-Vnreformedin life.” 


1: TheIgnorant, who obſerucir of faſhion, by courſe: 


of Law, and cuſtome of the Countrey ; becauſe they are 


now at yeares of diſcretion, and muſt doe as others doe : . 
but in the meane time know notaſyllable whatitis, or 


whereabouts they goc. Examine them, they cannot tell 
you whata Sacramentis , what the outward ſignes are, 
what the graces thereby Ggnified are, what theends and 
vices of a Sacrament be:-If you aske them theſe queſtions, 
they vnderſtand you nomore, than if you ſpakeinan vn- 


knowne language ; or if they can anſwer you out ofa Ca- . 


techiſme,tis yrom ; they do not know a iot the meaning 
of what they ſpeake+ and youmay perceiue it plainly,doe 
but a little vary the queſtionfromthat whichthey finde in 
theirbookes. Theſe when they cometothe Sacrament, 
are meerly paſſive inall that bulinefle ;: there their bodies 
are, there-they fit and ſee, and doe as others doe, bur for: 
their mihdes, theycannor tcf{ which way ito ſeerhem a» 
woke itiany meditation. Were | to ſpeake toan p 
that is not learned;this fault were muchtobevrged.It de- 
ſerues much pity, to ſee abroad _ ſome are NI 
3 and 
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and more deteſtation.to behold, that for the greareſt part, 
they willnot learne'theirduery, in this or any ether part 
of Gods worſhip. It muſt needs much affe the heart of 
any one that is Chriſtianly diſpoſed, with ſorrow & indig. 
nation, to ſee thoſe that profeſlc themſclucs the ſeruants 
of Chriſt, know aslittleof him, as thoſethar arc his open 
enemies. Barbarians and Turkes know thename of Chrift, 
and ſo do theſe : but for their duety in the worſhip and o- 
bedicnce, they/borh know much alike, This and more 
might be ſaid, were it not inthisplace,where knowledge 
doth abound. Nenertheleſſe todeale plainely, let no man 

flatter himfelfe, nor another. Letvs be well aduiſed;that 
none of vsbe ignorant amongſtſo plentifull,fo cafie means 
of knowledge. Agreatfaultitis inany,in vs much greater, 
who if —_— not better than others are, and therefore 
worle, becauſe we __ to bebetter, Yb ſublimior prero- 
gatina,maior eff "ow aith Seluian : and he giues a good 
reaſon of it, becauſe Preter eam deformitatem quam vitiuns 
ms ſe babet, ipſe ſublimitats nominenotatur. Tgnorance in 
matterof Religion, is of it ſelfe a notable deformity in e- 
uery one-thatcalls himſelfe Chriſtian; but inthe learned, 
their profeſſion makes it much more-viſible -and odious. 
Thoſe that be free from this fault,arcalſofree from touch 
of this reproofe z bur if any may iuſtly blame himſelfe for 

being ignorant of this duety;lermebeſpeake him in Salus- 
ans words, Non 4 mea fibi hoc lngua dics aftimet, ſed a conſci- 
entia ſua; Tis not I, bat his own conſcience that reproues 
him. And letſucha one carry hencethisleſſon to his ſtudy, 
T hat he thats ignorant, muſt needs be wicked, eueri'be. 
cauſe he is ignorant ; nor isit poſſible, but he {ball failein 

his duety, whateuer he goe about. For the Sacrament,tis 
Plaine,an ignorant receiuer is an vnworthy receiver, be- 
cauſe as the Apoſtle ſpeakes afterwards,verſe 29, [| He &- 
cerneth not the Lords body, he knowes not whakends and 
vicsarc tobe made of this holy Sacrament. Werauſt khow 

that wenow haue no altars to the vnknown God,no wor 
thipof a knowac God in an ynknowne manner; we mol 
| vnder- 
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vnderſtand both whom,and how we worſhip;elſcour ſer. 
vice of him isnot a9 axledaa reafonableſernice, as the 
Apoſtle would haue it, Kom.1 2.1. but ablinde aime and 
brutiſh deuotion, | | 
2. The Superſtitious,who-vſc the Sacrament quite in a- 
notherfaſhton & other intentsthanChritftenerappointed 
it. Ja this kinderhoſe of the Romiſh:Churchhaue intole- 
rably peruerted this holy Inſtication of Chriſt, both Pricſt 
and People. Theres ſcarce left any ſhadowat allofthefirſt 
Inſtitution, all's peruerted and corrupted with fond:and 


imipious abuſes. Neuer wasthere-any:denice: more blaſ 


phemous, and more ridiculous too,rhais that abomination 
of the Mafſe. Wherein-wee haue a Supper for the lining, 
curned intoa ſacrifice for quick and dead, a Miniſter into 
a ſacrificing Prieſt,a Table intoan Altar, Bread and Wine 
into very fleſh; bloud, and bones, eating of bread into de- 


uouring of alining man,a cup of winerurned to a-draught 


of mans bloud, the remembrance of Chriſts death ,into a- 
doration of the outwardelements,all the fimplicity of Sa- 
cramentall A&tions'metamorpholed intoſtrange geſticu- 
tations, crouching,ducking, croffing onerthe bread; the 
wirie,the Pricſt,the people whiſpering,murmuring,waſh- 
ing,(hiftingfrom place to place,tromthis tothatſide,dip- 
ing the bread in the wine, minglingthe wine with water, 
lifting vp the bread ouer the Pricſts head,keeping it like a 


Bee in a boxe,carrying itin proceſſion, bringing itto fick 


mens bed-fides,to keepe thence cuill fpiritg,carryingit in- 


0 the field in warre todefend from gunſhot,with a world 


of other ceremonious trinkete,& fopperies,deuiſed with- 
our any ground in Scriptureor reaſon, as may be ſeene- in 
their bookez and praQtice, By this meanes they hane tar= 
ned the Sacrament into a Stage-play, or Masking (tiew ; 
where the poore peopleare ſpetatorsonly,ynderitanding 
nothingarall, bur feeding their eyes by gazingvpon the 
ourſide of empty ceremonies ang idolatrouspompe.It is a 


"thing ſomewhat admirable toconfiderwhence,and how 
fo great impiery, (hould ſpting fromſ6-plain an Latticuri- 
Teak] OR - 
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.0n asthis. of the Sacramentis, and how incourſe of time 
it ſhould ſo farre degenerate intoſucha ſtrange mixture 
of foolery and iniquity :. bur as in Gentiliſme, thediuell 
hauing drawne men from theknowledge of one pure inul- 
fible God,heeafily puld them into infinite ercors,both to 
frame vntothemſeſhes many gods , and -to conceiue moſt 
abſurd opinions of them ; ſo here _—_—_ peruerted 
the ſimplicity and fanRity of Chriſts inſtitution , he hath 
by —_ cucry age adding ſome new trike or other) 
brought it at laſtyntothat Mafle of Idolatrous abominati- 
ons, which Gentiliſmeir ſelfe could hardly <quall; and 
Chriſtianity, but thatit ſces now come to paſſe, could ne- 
nerhanc ſuſpeRedthe poſſibility of it. We are highly to 
praiſe Almighty God , that hath deliuered vs and this 
whole landfrom ſo y_ a corruption ; and that we haue 
the Sacraments celebrated in our Chanrches, in that pure 
ſimplicity of ſubſtance, and that reuerend decency of ce- 
remonics, as-is agrecable to Chriſt his firſt Inſtitution. 
Neuecrthelefle, we ought yet tobe admoniſhed, that cuen 
we take heed of ſuperftition,that in our ſecretthoughts we 
incline not too much-ynto the conceit.of - Opm operator. 
Letnone thinke the bare autward aRions and clements 
arcableto fanRifie-him,or that he 1s ——— for them, 
and the ground hetreads on for that day ;that ifhe go fa- 
ſting, he hath the more, if hauing caten before, he hath 
the lefle benefit, .or that cnen the yery ceeciuingof the e- 
III toaficke man, I confefle tis fo 
0.him and all others, if with a pure heartand faith vnfai- 
ned,it be rightly recciued ; only this would be looked vn- 
£0, that Protcſtants in profeſſion, be not Papiſts in ſome 
partintheir opinion , conceiuingtoo highly of the 'Qut- 
ward work, taking little heed to the inward vertue,A- 
gainlt the — of this and all other parts. of 
ds fcruice,let vs remember that rulc of ChriR{” /v ive 
they worſhip mae, teaching for dofirings mens trgditions. |, If 
Scribes/ and Phariſces, Papiſt or ProteſtantdepraueGolls 
ordinances, or make new of their own, teaching them for 
doQrines, 


for receiuing the Sacrament. 


Godrines, whereby, and wherein to worſhipand pleaſe 
God (wee ſpeake not now of lawfull ceremonies , that 
touch notthe ſubſtance of Gods worſhip)in ſo doing they 
teach anerror, and wor({hipGod in vaine. | | 

3. The Vnrcformed,who haply kaow what belongs to 
the Sacrament, and vic it not with any ſuperſtitious con- 
ceir, but yet they vſe it without any amendment and rc= 
formation,of life.This kinde of profanation is of all moſt 
tobe tearedamongR vs, where knowledge of the nature 
of the Sacrament;takes away all ſuperſtitious opinion in 
the vſc of it. Now'by the Vnreformed, I meane thoſe in 
whomrhe vſe of this holy Sacrament, breedesnot a,pro- 
portionable increaſe of grace & ſanAity.Y au heard here- 
tofore that the exerciſe of many Chriſtiangraces was 
intended in thiscommemoration of Chriſts Death, and 
wherethat is-wanting, all the reRt is nought worth. The 
* Sacrament is appointed for our nouriſhment; in grace; 

where-we, grow not by, it,tis a figne this food was not di- 
geſted, but vomited vpagaine.:W here FaxthRepentance, 
Thankfulnefle, and Obedience are not encreaſed, there 
Chrilt crucified was not remembred,but forgotten in this 
Sacrament, Where holinefle thriues not by fo holy a 
meanes,profaneneſle muſt needesbe very ranke 2 guilty of 
this greatfaultwere theſaCorinthians. They came to the 
Sacrament,but with what;minde? They wereyncharita- 
ble, contentious, proud defſpiſing the pooreand;which is 
worlt of all,they.came drunken. They arc regiltred forit, 
yerſ.2 1, Who would thinke it.poſſible elſc, that there 
could be fuch profanenefle,that ammanyywhen he ts:drunke, 
would -yenter tocome into;theChurch, andco.theSacra- 
ment ſuch a one was 1udas, that came tothe Paſſeouer, 
and.was,0r would bhaye been at the LordsSupper,with a 
minde fullof treafon and couetouſnefle, Suchare all they 
that come,nothauing their hearts at all couched with re- 
morſe for their ſinnes, or if for the preſent they be ſome- 
what moned , yet they preſently fall into alltheir former 
Gnnes againe. , Forſuch as come __ a reſolution to hold 
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on intheirſinnes; it is'manifelt tharthey profane the Sa: 
crament extreamely, For whereas inthe Sacrament we 
male publique profefſion of our'obedience to Chriſt, gi- 
ving vp our namesSin his honourable ſeraice,by talkeingon 
vs this badge thereof, and: fo cate this Bread and drinke 
this Cup,ina thankfull retriembrance of his death, where» 
by that jgreat bleſſing of remiſſion of finnes is purchaſed 
for vs : who now can beleene that they doe this heartily, 
who inthe meine time diſobey Chrifts-commandement, 
deſpiſe'all holinefle , continuing- with delightand wilful- 
nieſfe inthoſefinnes which Chrilt died*to expiate* Is this 
the vie we ſhould make of Chriſts death? Shall wee conti- 
ne in ſnne that reign ] The Apoſtle makes the 
anfwer, {| Godforbid.] How ſhall wee line jn fine , when 
Chriſt is dead for finrie, and we with him ſhould be-dead 
vnto finne as the Apoſtle argues, Kew. 6. Its therefore bur 
a meere mockery of God , for men in- the Sacratnent to 
make ſhew of what they tntend-nor ar all. Others come 
haply witha good meaning to doe well inthegenerall,but 
this reſolution holds not longer than a day or two, ora 
weeke : afterwards they arc as bad as before, yeaſome- 
what worſeby their relapſes. The one ſort make Chriſt a 
atron of their-ſinnes; thinking they may more ſecurely 
crue Satan, vnder the proteQien-of Chriſts livery. The 
other make the Sacrament a/paymentof the old ſcore;that 
they may the morefrecly runne on vpon the new ;. the 
pardor- of the former ſinnes, isvnto-them a licence for 
lewd praQicegto-come. Betwcene bothſorts, a world of 
peoplethere is that ſtrangely profane this blefſed Sacra- 
ment,neuer viing it toany increaſe of piety in their ſoules, 
The ſame men they'came vatoit}, the ſame they depart 
thence, only herein ſtill the worſe, becauſenet amended. 
Werethey proud before ? they-areſo ſtill : were they co. 


-uctous before? they are never the more liberall:vnto the 


F embersof Chriſt Teſus,foraltthatCliriſthath bin 
fo'franke-hearted ; as to beſtow hiz heart-bloud ypon 
them: were they voluptuous beforethey went? they ill 


follow... 


==. SF ET OF LO OUR, RA LPT 


i | die. es. MA EDS wo 7 gps » IF 12.48 09 ET LETS Se _ : CID 
———  ——— 


—— 


for recething the Sacrament. 


follow the ſame 199g with allgreedinefſe: dr drnoken 
before, and drunken ſtill: wearers before, and wearers 
ſtill : deſpiſers of Gods am wr mt re and true Re] a4 2+ 4m 
at Chriſtian picty:ignorant,ynbelecuing, 
chankfull, impenitent, ;eunions,,: yr before 
_ rothe Sacrament, and they are the ſame men 
= baue indecde beenat the Sacrament, andthere _ 
efſe openly to bee of the number of thoſe that {' Dos 
———_ earneſtly. repent of all their fines , that. are in loua 
and charitie with their neighbours , that intend toleade a boly 
life following Gods commandements,and walks | 4 
bis boly wajes, ] They there ſeometo — c | that t 
beartilyſarrie for their wiſadoings hat the 71 Hee 
ſores us griewoiuthe bur thew of them jvtolerable -Jyea they go 
 further,promiſing all amendment, whenthey ſay {. Here 
we offer and preſent vnto thee,O Lord, 087 ſelues, ony ſonles onr 


bogrergto | Fg roaſonghle fools aud bh ſacre uo -] Be not bere 
| ae pg re elitheſe prayers 
tons? Looke vpan them,youſhall ſee nothing 


on performed of that which wasſpoken ; theres no al+ 
teration in them; they are ſtillthe ſame menthey were 
What leremy ſpake vntothoſcfalſe-hearted lewes,ler:42. 
20.:{ Surely yee deſewblea in yout hearts, when e-Un- 
ro bt hendy [your God,ſaying,Þroy for v2umo the Largawr, God, 
and ont to all > A the Lotdonr God (ball ſaydevlere onto 
us, and. we will doeit, Jmay be applied vntatheſe men ; Ag 
ſionlefle they. thought not of what they ſpake; or 

what they did not meane, when; they-thus Eder 
fore Godard bis Church, theit repentance — reſolutis 
onforobedience.' No,thoſe wore butrwords ofcourſe-if 
the heart had intended: what the tongue vttered;; it had 
not bin poſſible for men to tell God alyevnto his face , in 
ſo ſeriousa matter, Was indeed the burden-of Ganc into- 
lerable?was the ſorrow for it hearty and earneſkthetfarid 


is yetthepraRtifc of the lame ns pleat ſic, atid full ' 


of contentment? Is any man ſo torhralt his ſhoulders 


vaderthat a a ro _—_— | 


E z 
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hs FUR 
And'w wht: is now becoihe of all that ſweetneſle, of the 


_—_y of on Lord Iefas Chriſt, in pardoning thar which 
never feltaralltor is i ſoſoone forgotten? 
or hayBeſdeaſtlyrecontred dIsthis love fo little worth, 
artHou wilepartwith itfor enery toy Zoris-it ſo common. 
and'cheape; that ofaireword of twoimay win it? It isnot 
credible, that thoſe- who hate indeed waſhed their gar- 
_ ir the bl6ud/ of rhe Lambe,and made them-whire, 
vitkely defile-chem apeine, 'hadt! An renk 
5.6;9heepe of the Eordvflocke; 
ther Heard; W hereforenow let enery one Pos; ra 
ſeendinrs his owne heart , and trie} how the cafe ſtands 
with his foolſe: if tis conſciencerelthimaharhei»as bad, 
chis yeare asheewavlaft; as vrreformed after, as before 


. the Sacrament, that his heart is as fall of enilirhoughes, 


his monmh' of vnſcemly, vncleane;and curſed ſpeaking, his 
life of carekefſe and: irreligions practices as ener; Tot hiny 
conclude with himſcIfe, T hat hitherto he hackieacen this 
EEE Ts 

|] wo e & impicty,whic 
God hath appvicmed for the exerciſe and increaſe of holi- 
nefle and ttucdenotion, 

' Hitherto-of che -Sinne ir ſee, How; and" by whoth 
jriv commited - In; the'n wee'maſt conſider of 
the-qualiey of it*+ Tisvery 9, and they that com- 
mit Ls [are- guilty of the. body 94 bloud of the Lord; A 
veryhard I centres a fault that ſeemes not to bee very 
great/ [Whine ?x0 profane the Sacrament, ſhalb itbe coun- 
. ectlinurdey efle?an abettingand conſen- 
ting cocheUainmablefatof ſale andthe Tewevin cruci- 
fymgrthe Lord of Life? a very horrible oFence, Bur here, 
not muchourof the way,let vslearne one obſeruation that 
amybeofvicto redificour iudgementsin this and other 
thelike mareers:Tisthisy! © ©» 

ITE | tug r Ant Sinneignor to be eeaſured yours bu 
ement of in}: 
SG: Aathe Heanens arc abuue the Earth, /ſoar my mere 
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higherthan your waycs, and my thoughts: aboue' your 


chughts,faith God, Eſay 55.8.Tistruein all things andic 


holds in this alſo about the nature of fin: ;[God ſeethnor 
as man ſeeth,he iudzerhnor as maniudgeth..JTisasnaty. 
rallro man toextenuare ſinne, as it isto:ſinne;:to-makes 
ſmall fault of a:great, and nofaultof alittleone: Ovr-loue 
to the pleaſure of finne, blindes our indgement indiſcer- 
ning of itsfilthy nature. Whenceiflned tharnetoriousde- 
prauatior of the Law of God, by thoſe faucurable and: 
flartering interpretationsthereof, which the Phariſcesof 
old/broughr in, and thoſe of Rome ſtillmaimaine,yeana- 
turally euery one of vsallow them imourhearts,Alas,whar 
great harme canthere be in't, toberalhly-angrp,whona 
man's vre'd toit? to call our brotherfoole ?'to looke ona. 
woman with ſome il|defireandno more? te ſweareby Ie- 
rufalem, by the Temple, the Altar, by-ones Head , this 
Hand,this Light, or ſuch other li. tle oathegrheſc befinall 
matters, veniall finnes ; and/whyſhould'we be ſo-nice, as 
not to thinke that the Phariſees were inthe right;leauing 
out ſach' petty matters, as-not forbidden/byrche Law ? 
True,moſt men would thinke fo; but + nt ge» 
DoRor,Chriſt Icſus, whomwee'oughr to heare, 
ta $anotherleffon, norto iudge anythinga toy and 
trifle, that breakes Gods Law,and brings the ſouls in dan- 
ger of hell fire .See Atarthy, For arman, whoſe callingre- 
quires it , not toreproue his brother, when he ſecs him 
runne intoall ill courſe, and-by louing rebuke roreclaime 
him, would be interpreted by moſt for acourtefie, rather 
than an vnkindneſſe. Why ſhould he meddle, and put his 
friend into melanchoty,pronoke himtro anger and diſlike 
of him, with'many pretences? Sec now what Godi | 
of this kinde-heartednefſe, he cals it hatred of our r- 
in plaine tearmes, Lenis.1:7.19.[ Then fbalt nor hate thy bye. 
ther ts thy beart; thowſpaltin any wiſe rcbukg thy neighbor oull- 
not -ſuſſer ſane vpex. bjm...}. Saul had a faire excuſe , one 
would have thought;the people maſt have a little content 
is the ſpoile of the Amalckiires,  :- * 
| 5. - Rn 
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crificetoo: if then ſomethingof the beſt be ſpared from 
deliraRtion, will Samxel take it ſohainoully ? Yea that he 
will,and God alſo, who by Samre/ tells Sau/,that howeuer 
he fleight the matter, yetthis his offence is Rebellion,and 
that as badas Witchcraft, and that his traſgreſſion is Ini- 
quite and Idolatry; and,that which will gricue Sa#/ more 
than the loſſe of Gods fauour, he ſhall loſe his Kingdorae 
for it, 1.54.15. Its aſmall thingto cate an Apple: true; 
but tisa great matter todiſobey God : and if Adam tranſ- 
greſſe,though burin taking of an Applezhe ſhall dyefor it, 
and all his poſterity. Nothing then is ſmall, wherupon 
dependsthe ſanfity of Gods commandement and our o- 
bedience. Now here you muft remember, that theres a 
double reaſon; why weour ſelucs are not equall iudges of 
the nature and quality of ſinne; 

I. . Becauſe we arcthe parties accuſed, andimpleaded 
as guilty of finne ; and therfore we cannot be equallarbj- 
trators1n our owne cauſe, where loue of finne, and of' our 
ſclues muſt needes make vs partiall.  oinicf3. 02 307 

' 2, Our iudgement is not therule of righteouſnefle, 
bat only Gods will and Gods law.He is iudge,and the on- 
ly Law-giuer that muſt ſaue or deſtroy, acquit or con- 

ne. He is the perſon offended,that only can without 
partiality interpret the quality of rheoffence.. ; ' | +; 

Let this then be acaution to make vs looke aboutys, 
and aduiſe what we haue to do when wedcale with finne, 
We know net what we goc about whenwe meddle with 
it; its like entermedling with State buſinefſes; aſmall mat- 
ter , a3 a word wr vary , a circumſtance not obſerued, 
throwes a manbcfore hee is aware into a Premunire or 
Treaſon. Power is inthe hand of a King, and tis he muſt 
interpret how farre he takes himſclfe wronged by the at- 
tempt. - Soin ſ{inne,- when we meddle with it,yemeddle 
wich God our Chicfeſt Soucraigne Lord; our allegeanceto 
heaurn is ſtreight-wates calleFin queltion, eucry offence 
in this caſe js Capitall,and incurres the puniſhment of re- 
bellion. Wherforc it concernes vs foto thinke of ſinne, 
as 
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as God ſpcakcs of it, and in this point leffe than in any, to 
teanevnto our owne wiſedome,but to be ruled by his. All 
our Diſtin ions, Extenuations, Qualifications, Reiei.- 
ons vpon other, good Intentions, with a thouſand ſucho. 
ther {hifts, will vaniſh away into horror and vtterconfy- 
fion,when God ſhall lay righteouſneſle in the ballance;and 
cenſure our finnes accordingto his moſt impartiall and 
exatiudgement. Thus much thought it nor amiſle to 


- obſcrue by the way, ſecing the Apoſtle ſeemesto goefarre 


in cen{uring this ſinne of vnworthy communicating,to be 
no lefſe a fault than guiltinefle of bloud : that we may not 
thinke the Spirit of God here ſpeakes by an Hyperbole,but . 
that we may learne,as here,ſo in other rhings,to bring our 
indgements to his,& not toqualific his by our Rhetoricall - 
devices. | 

Wee muſt now proccede to enquirewhat the Apoſtle 


'mcanes, when he ſaith, that ſuch as cate and drinke vn- 


worthily are guilty of the body and bloud of the Lord. By 


the body andbloud of the Lord , he meanes the Death of = 


Chriſt Ieſus, whoſe body was crucified,8& his bloud ſhed 
by the Iewes. But herethe queſtion is,how ſuch as pro- 
fane the Sacrament are guilty of Chriſts death ?I anſwer, 
Guiltineſſe ofa fault, reacheth partly tothe Afors, partly 
tothe Abettors of it ; fuchas give counſell and aide tothe 
doing,or conſent to it when tis done. Thoſe are the prin- 
cipall, theſethcaccefſory ; and in all crimes that are capi- 
rall,the ſame puniſhment isduc vnto both. Now the Ieweg . 
were the principall aors,and ſo in the firſt place guilry 
of Chriſtsdeath,at whoſe hands hisbloud innocently ſhed 
ſhall be required. Burt others may be abettors of this their 
fat; as both the poſtcrityof the Iewes are vnto this day , 
who blaſpheme his name , and accounthim juſtly put to 
death by theirfathers, as a malefaRtor and decewer, for 
which cauſe they {till feele the vengeance of God vpon 
them according to theirfathers curſe;[ His bloud beypon 
vs and our children :Jand alſo many Chriſtians are, who 
profeſhing the name of Chriſt, yet deny the vertuc - his 
; : cata . 
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death and ſuffering, But is any Chriſtian ſo wicked asto 
allow of that fa of the Iewes in crucitying Chriſt f Yea 
that there is, cuen all thoſe that vſethis Sacrament of his 


body and bloud vnworthily they allow it, and by ſo doing 


arc guilty of his death. Burt how can this be ſo? Thus : He 


| that profanethand abuſeth this holy Sacrament, doth in a 


ſpeciall manneroffer contempt vnto the body and bloud of 
Chriſt. Foraſmuch as the Sacrament igappointed for this 
very end ,:to be a ſigne and viſible repreſentation of the 
death of Chriſt, wherein his ſufferings and the benefits of 
them vntovs, arcinliuely chara&ers figured ont before 
vs, andas by a ſeale,confirmed vntoour vſe and comferr. 
Whereforc,when.this moſt folemne and holy commemo- 


ration of Chriſt crucified is celebrated in any other man- - 


ner,than whatis agrecabletothe dignity and greatnefſe of 
{> exccllent a perſon, ſo excellent a bleſſing as Chriſt cru- 
cified isvnto vs + then, howeuer we; may thinke wee ho- 
nour himby our outward ſeruice, yet Chriit rakes him- 
ſelfe to be diſhonoured , and: his death deſpiſed. Other 
waics there arewhereby diſhononr falls ipon Chriſt; as 
by difobedicnce to his Goſpell, deſpiſing of his Miniſters, 
&c.but this is an immediate contempt of him,when he is 
diſ-regarded in that very thing which ers forth his death 
and ſuffering : an indignity in this kinde,isa-villeny,thats 
offered properly and ummediately to his facred perſon 8 
precious merits, Asina like,but much inferior. gaſe, when 
the piure,ſeale,armes, chairc of Eſtate of any King, arc 
wiolated,the diſgrace done to them redounds immediate» 
ly cothe contemptof the Kings perſon,and the. doer of it 
is puniſhable ,.as if he had attempted violence ypon the 
King himſelfe. | So-he: that ynworthily.vſeth this Sacra» 
ment of Chriſts death, muſt needes offer contempt tohis 
death it ſelfeNow do-man can in any ſortdiſ-eſteeme the 
deathof Chriſt; but he in part conſents tothe treaſonable 
conſpiracies and practices of /x4@ and the Iewes, in put- 
him to-death as if it were a matternotull done,ornort 
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ouerthe death of an innocent perſon;makinga ſmall mat- 
ecrof it;heeither makes the innocent tobe indeed nocent, 
one that hath iuſtlydeſerued to be ſlaine, who being (lain 
deſerues (o little regard, or at leaſt he makes himſelte no- 
cent, breeding a inlt ſuſpicion that he was or would hauc 
been conſenting to tharmans death. Yon ſee then,tharit 
isno ſmall matter to profane the Sacrawent ; but a very 
bainous offence, which brings vs within the guilt of thac 
horrible ſinne of murdering the Lord of L ife,the thoughr 
whereof ſhould make vs totremble, and to detelt both 
them that did it,andour ſeluestoo,if we be acceflary to ir, 
This ſhould make vs very carcfull and wary, how we ap. 
proach vnto the Table of the Lord, ſeeing as the bene.:; jg 
great if we rightly reccive this holy Sacrament, fo the dan. 
ger is as great if we receine ir vnworthily becauſe therby 
webecome guilty of the deathof Chrift. 1 wout I Night 
perſwade you ſeriouſly tothinke on this poimt:muchraſh- 
ncfſe and impiery in comming to the Sacrament w- uld be 
preuented by this meanes, it men would duely coniid.r 
how fearctulla finnethey commit whenthey come vnpre. 
redly and vnreuercntly thereunto. All che difficulty lies 
in this, if they would bur belceve , that this were ſuch a 
fault indeed, The Apoſtle we ſee is exprefle {Whoſccucr 
eateth ynworthily is guilty,&c. ut yet men can hardly 
afſent tothis..Whar? arcthey nor baprizcd into the name 
of Chrift ? are they not Chriſtians protcfling the Gofpell 
of Chrili?do they not recetue theSacrament in honour of 
Chriſt? and will yee yet iudge them ſuch beaſts and miſ. 
creants,that they are conſcnting ro the death of their Sa- 
viour? They were not worthy toline an houre,if they did 
beare an ill minde towards him, they could wiſh him ac. 
curſed, whoſoeuer louesnot the Lord lefus,for themſclues * 
they loue him and honour him intheir hearts : if any Iew 
or Turke ſhould reuile him, they will fight and die for his 
ſake ; yeaifany affirme that thy hate him, theyle ſpit in 
his face, and hauc him by the eares. Hcrenow bee great 
words,one would thinke, and men thatarethus reſolued, 
F can 
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can wee iudge them otherwiſe, than the very friends of 
Chriſt > We iudge them not :- but let vs heare what the 
Scripture faith, [He that cates &c. vnworthily,is guilty, 
&c. ] Guilry hc 1s nor,but by conſent; conſent he would 
not, ynleſſe he did deſpiſe and hate Chriſt: this he cannor 
doe, and bee his fricnd; yet this hee maydoe euen'then 
whilſt he cats this Bread and drinks this Cup with a good 
meaning,as he imagines,inan honorable celebration of the 
memory of Chriſts dcath. Wherefore that ſuch men may 
not deceiue themſcelues with vaine imaginations, I will 
comend ynto their .obſeruation one concluſion more. tnat 
ariſeth from theſe words,and then I haue done. Tis this ; 
[Many that prof efſe Chriſtianity, thinking that. they 
toue and houour Chriſt, may yet hate him as muchas the 
Tewes did that crucified him, } - | | 
The point is cleare from the Apoſtles dodrine; where- 
by we he may thinketo honour Chriſt by reccei- 
uing the Sacrament of his body and bloud, whileſt yer ar 
that very time they may ſofarre diſhonour him, as to bee 
accounted enemiesand haters of him,ſuch as ſtand guilty 
beforc God of ſhedding the bloud of that hisonly Sonne. 
No Chriſtian,you may be ſure,would be ſo furiouſly mad, 
to goe to the Sacrament with ſuchan intent, thereinto 
profeſſe his malice _ Chriſt,and bringvpon himſelfe 
the guilt of his bloud:burt ſee how bad tis totruſt our own 
good meanings, and how eaſily wee may commit a fault 
whilſt we verily thinke wee doe auoid it. The heart of 
man is wicked, many. times making profeſſion of loue, 
when tis full of ſecret enmity and hatred : withall, mang 
heartisſoſtrangely deceitfull,that ir may ſometimes hate, 
where irdireQly intends taloue.The truth of this is cer- 
taine,and of ſingular vſc in judging trucly of our ſpirituall 
eſtate. I will but briefly touch tnſo much as concernes our 
ms purpoſe,Exod. 20,5.God threatneth topuniſh Ido- 
aters to the fourth generation. Yea but why thould Gud 
be angry with hisfriends? they honour God, and would 
not for a world robbe him of his glory ; tis. not thecrea- 
| ture, 
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eure, but him they worſhip in the creature : their piety is 
fo great towards him, that willingly they would alwayes 
hauc him in their mindes; and what better than an image 
to put them inremembrance? They deſire muchto haue 
their wealenefie helped , and aliuely piftureis a ſingular 
matter toſtirrevpdeuotionzbefides,their reuerence of his 
maicſty is ſo much;thatin very modeſty they will notpre- 
fare into kis preſence, but by mediation of a Saint or An- 
wel;and he that honoursGods friends,dothnot,they hope, 
diſhonour God, Thus plead they of the Romiſk Church, 
and the like pretences had the ancient Idolaters among 
the Gentiles and Iewes,thinking verily that in thus doi 

they had demonſtrated much loue towards God. But Joth 
God take it ſo?no,in his wrath and icaloufic he will puniſh 
them and their poſterity, as haters of him : for did they 
loue him,they would hane kept his commandements,as it 
is ver{.6.worſhipping him as himſelfe had preſcribed,nor 
asthemſclues liſted. And this hatred which Idolaters beare 
rowardsGod is moſt manife(t: when atany time God ſhall 
ſend his Prophets and Miniſters, to charge them with his 
commandement, and require them _ their allegeance 
toforſake ſuchtheir courſes,then doththe malice and bit. 
ternefle of their hearts breake forth outragioufly in all de« 
ſpitefull contempt and cruell vſage of the Lords meſſen- 
gcrs,asallthe ſtories of the Scripture doe teſtifie. Againe, 
theres no doubt but the Scribes and Phariſees, thoughe 
that Chriſt vſed them very hardly and rackets 
he told them thatthey allowed the deeds of their forefa- 
thers,in murtheringthe holy Prophets of the Lord:Chrift, 
if he would,might ſce well enongh,that they were noſach 
men,norſo bloudy minded, their doings teſtifie the high 
opinion they hane of rhe Prophets| for they build the rombes 
of the Prophets,and garniſh the ſepulchres of the righteout] let 
their owne wink witneſle of their diflike they haue of 
ſuch foule facts.[" /f we, ſay they, bad been in the daies of owr 


Mat.23.29.&c. 


fathers ve would not bane been partners with chem in the blond 


of the Prophets. ]No, would not? Then tis likely a Prophet 
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ſhallfinde honourable entertainment among the Scribes 
and Phariſces,if he live in their daies, Now ſee,tis a Pro- 
phet that ſpeakes vnto them, that great and only Prophet, 
whcreof all others ſpake ; namely,the Meſſias: if they ho- 
nour any,theyleſure honour him. Nothing lefle,the ver 
fame murderous minde theirtathersbare towards the old 
Prophets the ſame doe theſe their children carry toward 
this Princeof Prophets; witnefle that of Chriſt, {ob. 8.40, 
[| Now ee goe about to kill mee, a man phat hath told you the 
ermh, Thich [ kane heard from God. | And as much kindnefle 
would theſe men haue ſhewed toany of the Prophets,had 
they been then liuing,and as cager in rebuking thoſe vices 
for which Chriſt raxed thoſe times. Wherefore, Chrift 
knowing thevngracious temper of their hearts, full of all 
hypocrific and wickednefle,iuſtly pronounceth them guil- 
ty of their fathers fault, and rcllsthem in plain tearmes, 


the world, ſhall be required of that generation, ] as you may 
reade, Lukg 11.:47.& ſeq Again,ſhould theſe Phariſees and. 
other lewes who crucified Chriſt, haue beenetold before 
hand, how vilcly and malicioufly they would vſe the long 
expected Mcflias, whom they ſomuch honouredand defi- 
red after - with what indignation, thinke yoo, would they: 
haue defied him that ſhould thus haue called their loyalty 
inqucſtion? Well,Chriſtiscome amongſtthem;dothey re- 
cciue him loutagly? No,now their hote loueto the Mecſhag 
is turned to hatred and deſpite ; they vilifie him by baſe 
reproaches, and conſpire againſt him by all meanes poſſi- 
ble. W hats nowthe cauſe of this ?did not Chriſt manifeft 
himſelf euen vntorheirconſciences what he war? Yes,but 
heres that marresall ; twasanother manner of Mcſhas thasr 
they lookttor, a magnificent King, vnder whom they 
might domineere ouer all the world,liue in ſtate,& enioy 
their pleaſures ; ſuch a one they expected, ſuch a one they 
lou'd : as for Chriſt,he was a poore man inſhew,and little 
hope they ſaw of great matters by him ;beſides,he was,as 
they thought, too too cager in reforming the NOI 
| cg 


that [ the blond of all the Prophets [hed from the foundation of 
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abuſes of the Iewiſh Church ; hewas,as AMalechy prophes/ * 


fied of him, [:he « purgeng fire, and like Fullers ſope, fart 
himſelfe downe to trie ff. fe the ſilnex, yea even N_— = 
ſornes of Lent, & topurge them as gold and filner,that be might: 
effer unto the Lord an offering in righteonſueſſe.”] Mal 3.230; 
Hefals foule vpon the ambition,covetouſnes,hypocriſie;& 
other great enormities of the Phariſces,Scribes,8& chicfe 
Rulers; he ſpares none,but freely reprones euery offendor, 
and ſmites at cuery corruption with that ſharptwoedged 
ſword which goeth out of his mouth. This enrageth the 
corrupt mindes of the Iewes, and quite daſherth all their 
imaginary loue and reſpeRt, which they ſeemed to bearto 
the Meſſias,the honourable and good affeRion which they 


' had conceiued towards his perſon,is turnedintothe very 


all of bitrernefſe, when once his perſonappearesaccoms 
panicd, with ſuch circumſtances andqualities asarevtter. 
ly diftaſtefullto their falſe opinions & corrupt affeRtiong, 
Sothat now,astheProphet Malachy had foretold,fo itfalls 
out. [ ho may abide the day of his comming, and who may eo 
dure when be appeareth ? ]Mal,3.2, Theſe Tewes could not 
abide it with any paticncez. nor can any whoſe hearts are 
like vnto theirs. 

Now the cauſe of all this, why men indeede may hats 
that good they ſeeme to loue, is fromthatperperuall cn- 
mity which is berweenethefleth and the ſpiric, corrupti- 
on and grace. A bad man thats vnregenerate, may for 
ſome reſpeRs profeſſe much loue and liking of theGoſpell 
and of Religion,and he may for the preſent ſpeake as bh 
thinkes : but in the meane whule he 1snot aware.that (ti1/ 
there remaines in hima root of bitternefle,deeply faltned 
in his nature, which till it be plucked vp,makes all religi- 
on diſtaſtefull tohim. Theres in him an habituall corrupt 
temper of his heart, thatftands vtterly oppoſite toGod & 
Goodnefſle : and letit be but onceſtirred bythe preaching 
and application ofthe Wordyyou ſhall fee preſencly; that 
the man who made {hew of mach: loue and afte@tion to 
Chriſt and his Gofpcll, now. boyles in fieree. rage and in- 
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ward malice againſtthem,his heart ſwels with very ſcorn 
and \diſdaine to be brought in obedience vnder the com- 
mands of the Word ; and now heteſtificsto all the world, 
that he carcsnot a button for God,for Chriſt for Prophet, 
for Apoſtle, for Miniſter, for all or any of them: they arc 
none of his friends that willcrofſe him thus in his content. 
ments,and he will be an cnemy to all that thus controule 
him. 

Wherforeyou ſec how dangeronstisto truſt our ſclues, 
wherein without great heedtaken,we may be Chrilis bit - 
ter enemies,when wethinke we are his deare friends, Ler 
this be obſcrucd by thoſe that are apt tothinke ; Oh if 
Chriſt liu'd on the earth,or the Apoſtle Pas/,or ſome other 
of thoſe famous men were aline to preach vnto vs, wee 
would honour rhem withall poſſible reuerence,we would 
Lifle the ground they trod on, chaine our eares to their 
lips, follow them, heare them, obſerue them, doe as they 
bid vs. Fond conceits of men that know not what they 
fay : ſuch wasthe opinion of the Phariſecs touching the 
old Prophets['Ob bed be then lined,c4 c Yach was the rich 
mansdreame in hell, [| Ob, father eAbrabaw,, but if one come 

om the dead, We know how vaine theſe imaginations 
were, and will alwaies proue, Mcn admirevertue when 
they ſee it not,andthe old Pronerbe istruc, Dead mendoe 
not bite : The Prophets are dead, Chriſt 1s gone tohceauen, 
Pax! preaches no more;their names are now mot honou.. 
xable ; tisa credit tobee their Diſciples, and as for their 
writings, we can chuſc either not to read themzor not to 

apply t Burt did we indeed ſee the halincſle; humility, 
zeale,ſcucrity againſt ſinne,ſtrinefle of conuerſation,(ti!l 
liuingand breathing intheſe men: were Chriſt againe in 
that his humbled eſtate, or any of his ſeruants to preach 
ynto.v8 out of our Pulpits, ſhould they with their accu- 
ſtomed boldnefle & zeale freely rebuke the diſorders that 
are amongſt all ſorts of incn,the Atheiſme,Infidelity,Pro- 
fancneſle, Pride, Luxury, Oppreſſion, &c. that arcnow in 
thc Chriſtian world ; Chriſt mult be crucified againe, and 
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fcornedas muchaseucr,Pau/ thould againebtaccuſed by 
many a'7er:wllus for a peltilent fellow, and mouer of ſedi- 
tionthroaghout the worid; A. 24.5. Amaziabwould 
make acomplaint vpon Awors to [crobeams,that Ames hath 
confpired againſt him inthe middeſtofthe houſe of Ifrael;. 
and that the Land is'nor able ro:beare all his words; Amor! 
7.10-2Abab would againe call E/ab atroubler of Iſtael, 
and his enemy, becauſe he reproves him of his Idolatry, 
couetouſhefle. and murder,r, Kirg.1 8.17.8” 21.20:Looke 
-what meaſurethey: found in-their tinies , the ſame they 
ſhould finde:The reafon is manifeſt from that of S/omer; 


[the rightconr is an abomination to the wicked] impiery and Prou,g.s7. 


vngodlinefle abhorresthe fellowſhipof holin 
rity.; they that doe cuillwill hate the light : and that of 


Chriſt ſtands good for euer, ſob, 7:7. Thr world berth me, 
becanſe I teftsfie of it, thatthe workg! theredf are exill,}} It ha- 
ted himthen inhisawne perſon ;-it hates himnow in his 


Word, Sacraments,Minilters,and Ambaſſadors,all which 
are by vngracious men,yetcallingthemforChriſtians,de- 


rided, ſcoffed, contemned and: led yponby a thou- 
fand'indignitics ;and hate him itwillfliliſolongas Chriſt 


by bis Word & Miniſters ſhall rebuke men'of all their vn. 
godly doings. It is not poſſible that men ſhould cuer loue 


thoſe,in whom.as Se/nien ſpeakes, Nibil vident ſums, quo=De Gub,l.8. 


wiarm Des totums; they.ſce nothing agreeableto theirowne 
humours,becauſc all things agrecabletoGodswilk ©: 
- 'Toconcludethen,etvs natthinke,that becauſe we are 
baptized, profeſſe Religion, heare the Word, receiue this 
Sacrament ; we arc therefore ſuch as.doe truely loue and 

honour the Lord Icſus Chritt, No,letvs goe vporvafiirer 

ground;and that is that moſt certaine-and infallible irule 

which Chriſt giues, lob» 15,14. [Tee are my friends if you 
doe whatſoener 1 command you; ] Hee lones him truely that 

louesto obey him, and for:his ſake will becontentto doe 

any thing he bids him: bedifobedicnt and prerend what” 

thou wilt,thou art an cnemy of Chriſt, and Chriſtar ene= 

mic of thine. Thinke of this (crioully as many 'as'God w_ 
touc 
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touch theirhearts to goe vntothe Sacrament, that they 
may firit purge their ſoules of their inward rebellion, and 
aaturall hatred of Chriit,leſt whilſt they in the Sacrament 
ſceke for life by his death,they become guilty of hisdceath. 
And remember,that asthe bloud of Chriſt ſprinkled onthe 
ſoule by an boly taith,ſpeakes better things than the bloud 
of Ab:!, namely, for mercy and pardon to be giuen vs: fo 
where tis deſpiſed & troden vnder foor, being counted as 
anynholy thing,itcries much louder for vengeance than 
did the bloud of Abe, and deſcrues a ſorer punithmenr 
than any tranſgreſſion againſt Moſes Law , Heb 10.28.29. 
Thus we haue ſcene the nature and quality of this finne 
of. Vnwotrrhy partaking atthe Lords Table: it tollowes 
that we goc forward vnto the meanes which the Apoſtle 
herepreſcribes for theauoiding-of this finne, and that is 
diligent examination'of a mans {elfe before he come vato 
the Sacrament. This the Apottle ſets downe, verſ.28.-in 
th:ſe words : rd bugenotine! | | 
. Wherefore let « mas examine himſelfe, and ſo let him cate of 
. | that Bread,ard drinks of that Cup..: TEE ES 
- The wordsnecd not any curioficy inthe diuifiowop in- 
terpretation of thein. The ſenſe ixplaine ; Heresa ddery 


commanded yntovs,thats examinationof ones felfe ; and 


heres the time orparticular occaſion that requires it,thats 
before we cometo the Sacrament. Tis not put to our dife 
cretion,the words arc imperatiue:Lera manexamine;let 
him eatc ; he muſt doe both, bur firſt examine, then care. 
The practicall concluſion that hence ifſues out, is this: - 


[lr is a neccflary duety of euery one, firſt to cxamine 


himſelf before he preſume to cometo the Lords Table. 
, In yafolding vato you this pointof molt excellentipra- 
Aice in Chriſtianity, ler vs aſcenda little fromthe parti- 
cularto the generall; firſt touching vpon the nature,nece- 
fit;, and vſc of Selfe-examinarionconfidercd at any time; 
then deſcendingto the explication of this duety, with jts 
particular relation tothe Sacrament; - © ' / ?, 4-4-9 
Toexamine ones ſelfe,is in briefe, to take a-true _ 
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our preſcnt condition, what we finde in our ſelueg , wit 
the Scriptures. The Scriptures are they that ſapply vnto 
vs all Articles to be,cnquired of; telling vs what 1s good, 
and required of vs: what cuill,and forbidden to vs, They 
acquaint vs with the nature of cuery ſinne,of eucry grace, 
making a full diſcouery of the kindes and properties of 
both. When now a man ſhall queſtion himſelfe vpon ſuch 
interrogatories as theſe ; Such and ſuchlinnesare forbid- 
den in the Word, and: they that loue and-liue; in the pra- 
Rice of them,are wicked and graccleſle perſons, Am I one 
of them that delight in doing ſuchthings?Again,Such and 
ſuch gracesand dueties are required of allthoſe that are 
trucly good and gedly men, HaueT thoſegraces? Doe [ 
praQice thoſe dyeries ? The conſcience being thus exami- 
ned, will returne a true anſwer to euery queſtion, Yea or 
Nay. Whence it willbe cafic to giue a true cenſureof our 
ſpirituall eſtate, how matters goe with. vs in regard of 
grace or corruption, This is;in few words;ſclfe-examina- 
tion : the neceſſity of which-duety will appeare vnto you 
by conſideration of a_double conſequent that followes; 
one ypon the negle&,the other vponthe prattice thereof. 
1 Thenegle of this Chriltian duety, breedes igno- 
rance ofa mans ſpiritual eſtate,a fault very cafie tobernn 
into, but be ye afſured, of very great danger to thoſe:rhat 
take no notice ofit inthemſelues, Tis true that mansheart 
isdeceitfullaboue all things,and tis very difficult to know 
it thoroughly ; beſides that, loue of finne and ſelfe-lone 
makes vs vawilling to fee our ownfoulecorrupriens,orto 
enquire after ſuch vertues & graces,as we know the want 
of them would but grieuevs,and we ſuppoſe wirhall,chat 
if we had them they would be but a burthen to vs, Where- 
fore we arc aptto.caſtaveile ypon our ynderſtanding,and 
take yp our reſt in an ignorant;perfevration;tharall is well 
with, ys , becauſe! wee liitnor-toknow wharwoewanty 
$it:is, will foone appeare 
toany that canvaderſitand what miſchicfes theſe are; 


G namely, 


of our ſpirituall eſtate in grace. This isdone by comparing | 
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TT _* namely;hardnefſe of heart, preſumptuous boldnefle in fin- 
ning, continuall'danger to fall from badro worſe, and a 
fearfull preparation for all future terrors,There is no Mil- 
fone or A nt ſo ynycelding tothe troke ofthe ham. 
mer, as is that heart which hath oncefor all taken vp this 
concluſion, All is wel with me.Counſel him,admoniſh him 
threaten him our of the Word, Lapidi dixerss (1n another 
fenſe}he hearcs you not,you may hold your ſelfe quiet,he 
is well and'warme,what doe you diſquieting him ?Diſco- 
ver vnto him the danger of fuch conrfes as hee followes ; 
thar if he continue therein he runnes vpon his owne eter- 
nall ruine and deſtruQion,you moue him not a iot, excepe 
ttbe to chollar : in which,for = courtelie,he'le returne - 
ſuch an anſwer as this ; Syr, ſhift for your felfe, care-nor 
for mee, I traſt to doc wellenough for all that youfay to 
the contrary : and ſo he goes on prefumtuouſly, till at laſt 
he periſh in his a folly. Beſides, ſuch a carelefſe regard: 
of ones ſpirituall eſtate,throwes a man cuery moment vp- 
on a thouſand ynexpefed dangers. Hee thatknowes not 
how bad he is,aſfuredly he cannotrell how bad he ſhall be. 
Wewalke among ſnares, and temptations arc laid for ys, 
which way ſocucr we turneour ſclues about; to prevent 
theſe,there needs great wifedome and watchfulnefle : hee 
that hath neither, can hee hope to eſcape taking 2 When 
the prudentare oftentimes caught, what ſhall become of 
raſh and heedlefle aduenturers?Surely experience tells ys 
what is the ifſue of ſuch wretchleſſeand 1ll-aduiſed men : 
whenGod in his righteous iudgement ſhall ſuffer them-ro 
fall pon ſomefe temprations,that fit their ſecret;bur 
to themſelues vnknown corruptions,they take fire at the 
firſt ſtroke,and breake outintothoſe vile 1tmpieties,which 
cuen themſelves a foretime could not thinke of withour 
dereſtation. .But yet theresa mifery worſe thanall-this ; 
whenonce God (haltawakeſauchaflcepy conſcience, and 
ane me eng aero tart wp rei r 
ty menotable: F 
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membrance of his former iniquitics, or when fickneſle' 


ſhall azeon him, ſummonin to death, and death to 


| iudgement,when he ſhallſee his finnes ſet in order before 
him, and large roles of inditement written againſt him, 


within and without full of finnes and woes: thinke you 
not that a man hath then rewarded cuill vnto his ſoule,by 


plunging himſelfe into thoſe perplexities, which warch- 


nefſe 1n time would haue preuented?Oh what a maze is 
ſuch aman in, who hath ſo many reckonings robe made 
vp; when new and old muſt be reckoned for at once,when 
ſo many thouſand thouſand debtsaretobecleared,where- 
of there is not ſo muchas one poorefarthing diſcharged? 
Had it not been wiſedome to haue lookt into theſe things 
berimes, againe and againe to haue ſet all reckonings to 
right, to hae gotten the debt-bookecrofled, the obligari- 
oncancelled,and a diſcharge ſealed vp vnto our conſcicn- 
ces in the bloud of Ieſus Chriſt? This had beene a fafe 
courſe ; and not like deſperate Bankrouts to let all things 
runne ataduenture. Then might one haue —_ in ſick- 
neſſe,andtriampht in death,beingdeliuered allthoſe 
terrors,which m_ ouerwhelmethoſecarelefleperſons, 
whointheir daics of peaceand health neuer remembred 
God or themſclues. | 
This and more alſo if more can be,is the danger of this 


duety of examination,negleed :; the benefit that comes 


by the | 
2. Practice of it,is on thecontraryadiſtin& & cleare 
knowledge of our ſpirituall eftate.By this proofe and cxa- 
mination of our ſclues, we ſhall knowiplainly whether we 
be in the Faith, whether Chriſt be in vs, yea-orno; whes 
ther webe dead in fſinne, or aliue torightcoaſneſle ::wee 
ſhall ſee what graces we haue, what we want; whatcor- 
ruptions we haue ouercome, what doe yet ouercome vs, 
what godly dueties we {wr we omit, where we 
doe well, where weefaile. This will diſcouer vnto the 
whole temper of ourſoules,what cuill affefion is ſtrong- 
eſt in vs,in what thing we arc "_m_ to fin, thatſowe =_ 
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be the more heedfultto preuent a danger ; againe, what 
graces are weakeſt in vs, what moſt vſcfullfor vs, that fo 
we may get theſe & ſtrengthenthoſe. This particular d1- 
ſtint knowledge of our ſciues,will bring forth theſe three 
blefled effects: | 
1, Wakefulneſſe and Tendernefſe of Conſcience, He 
that is thoroughly acquainted with the {iate of his body, 
that knowes what dilh is hurtfull, what healrhfull co him; 
hethat hath found what the dangerof a {urfeir is,will be, 
you may be ſure,wary of his dict and courſe of lining.Na. 
ture learnes vsthis care ouer a crazic body,and grace will 
teach asmuch watchfulneſlc oner a {innefull foule.He that. 
hath taken thorough notice of the great diſtempers of his 
heart, how quickly enticed by euery temptation to pra- 
Riſe any ecuill, to negleRany good dnetiesz He that hath. 
found how ougly and fearctull theface of finne is, when. 
itis t_ in its true ſhape , ſtripped of all its lying 


teaſures or profits , and accompanied onely with Gods 
fad and curſe; He that hath found what it is toventer.. 


ypon finne, with'the loffe of Gods. fauour, the ioy of the 
holy Ghoſt, che peace and ſweeteſt repofe of a good con. 


ſcience, blame him not, my Brethren , if he be affraid of 


finne, Doe not cenſure him for fooliſhly precile,if he of- 
tenaske and enquire;and doubriin many particulars of his 
practice,not daringto hazzard himſelfe, where haply hee 
ſees others go on confidently. Nay,blefſed is thistemper 
ofthe heart, if that of Salomon be true, [_ Bleſſed is bee that 
feareth —— how much more odious 1s the finne of 
thoſe, whoin their hearts deſpiſe this tendernefle of con- 
ſcience,and witktheir tongues rayle, renile, and curſe ir, 
deeming it the figne of a filly effeminate mind tobe affraid 
of any finne; efpecially of ſmall offences?Burcuer letthoſe 
that bearethe faces of men, and nameof Chriſtians,deteſt 


ſach-impicry, that tramples vnder foote, with ſcorne and. 


difdain,the:molt precious comfort of a Chriſtians ſoul, a 


good Conſcience.” Thoſe: men will then ſee their errour, | 
hep God fhallegolethe heatoftheichigh mar wo 
| bate. 
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bate the edge of their furious reſolutions, by caſtingrhem 
vpon their beds of aſflitionzand ſcourging them with the' 
rod of his indignation. Then they will conteflethar a good 
conſcience;ſoftened by grace,8 purged by the ſprinkling 
of the-bloud of Chrilt, from the guilt of finne, ismore. 
worthithan millions of thoſe vnlawfull pleaſures, wherin 
only, they ſomerimes thought, truc comtentinenrwas to? 
be found. | 

2. Humility. He that ſhalloften looke his face.inthe 
elafte of the Law of Liberty , which willnot make. him 
one iot fairer or fouler than he'is y but truely diſcouer vn. 
ro himall his deformities; fachaone will not be forward 
tofall in lone with his owne beauty, When he fits down 
to try himſclfe by this Law, he findes thereinall perfeRti- 
on of: holincfle commanded, burnot the thoafand part.of 
this holinefſe and goodnefle in himltlfe.' He reades inthe 
Law large Catalogues of finnes forbidden;vpan-paine of 
Gods cternall diſpleaſure, and in hisowne conſcience he 
findes the guilt of all or moſt of thoſerranſgreſſions. When 
he ſcans his beſt workes, he findes they fall farre ſhort of 
that faith, zeale,ſincerity, and perfeR charity, wherein 
they ought to haue beene performed. Thisexamination - 
lets him ſcethat he hath little wherof to beproud;& now 
what cuer others may thinke of him, he knowes ſomuch : 
euill, and ſolittle good by himſelfe, that he cannot thinke 
highly and honourably of himſelfe. Let himbe deſpiſed, . 
reuiled, reproached as baſe and vile, it is no/corraſiueto 
him ;for why ? he abhorres bimſelfe more than another 
candecſpiſe himzand is morevile in his owne efteem,than 
he canbe in anothers reproaches, Thus whenhe looks on | 


his graces, he ſees Gods gloty gwhetron his fins, hizown 


ſhame : which breedes in him all humble affcRions of 
thankfulnefle roGod, that of bad hathmade him good; . 
and carefulnefle in himlelfe, that of good he may become 
much berrer.- | rad: 15/05 
3. True Peaccandcomfart, in life and death, Often 
reckoning ( APY long friends..\Tis 
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"neuer truct than in this matter : He that often calls him- 
ſclfetoa ſtrict account,iudging himſelfe for his tranſgreſ- 
fions, weeping ouer them in Godly ſorrow, neuer ceaſing 
rill pardon be obtained; this man alone poſſeſicth his heart 
in peace andcomfort. He knowes God is at peace with 
him, and therefore nothing can put him to much fear or 
trouble,which makes him with much quietneſſe and reſo- 
lation the approch of all aduerfity, of fickneſle, of 
death,of indgement. Again,wheras the ioy of mans heart 
in this life is, that he thall bee faucd inthe life to come ; 
this can neuer bee ſound where no examination is had, 
vpon what reaſons and certain grounds this hope is built. 
Many hauefell ſhort cf that they lookedafter,becauſe they 


heauen,when it did not belong tothem. A ſeucre. 


eriall of our ſelues will preuent this error, and giue exact 
notice of the truthof ſuch graces, which God hath given 
vs aspledges of future glory that ſo ſball our reioycing in 
the hope of ſaluation be full and perfeRt. Laſtly, our1o 
and peace will be by this means conſtant,whileſt thro 
frequent examination of our hearts, and watchfulneſſe 0. 
ncr our waics, we ſhall preuent many ſinnes that would 
wound our conſciences, and picrce our hearts thorow 
with many ſorrowes. | 

Fſe, You ſee the duety ; but all this is nothing worth 
the knowing, vnleſſe fo will praftiſe it, The praQtice, I 
confeſſe,is hard: men being lothto ſte that by {clues 
which they likenor ; and Satan,as loth menſhould dothar, 
which he knowes would doe them good, For man,tis im- 
pr_ tohimto perſwade the heart; but oh thou, that 
Bleſſed Spirit of which ſpeakeſt-to the heart of the 
vnwilling,to make themwilling to cucry good work,per» 
fwade your heartsand mineto the ſerious praftice of this 
moſt Chriſtian duety.; My beloued Brethren,I cannot but 
be carneſt in this matrer,becauſe, who can bur ſce and be- 
waile the backwardnefle, and generallnegle of yall in 
this point? Tisa ſhame tofee { mrs ſnefſe of moſt,that 
ſeketo know allthings but themſclues, They enquire af- 


ter 
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ter al} withoutthem, nothing within them. Their mindeg + 
are asil}{ct as their eyes, they can turne neither of them 
inward. Speake I this of the vnſearned, or ofthe learned 
alfs>Iwould 1 didnotof theſe. Burtis no breach of cha« 
rity to fay, thatrhereare'many among vs, who know the 
Hiſtories of athouſandycares paſt,thatyet cannortell you 
the particulars of their owne liues.; men wellacquainted 
withthe myſteriesof Arts8& Nature;butvttetly ignorant 
ofthe ſecretvof their own ſoules.” How many arethere a» 
mongſt'vs,that can fay with: Dazed, Pſal.11'9.59.[ [haze 
thought on my waies, and turned my feat unto thy teftrmonies?] 
Nay, we haue a thouſand matters to thinkeon all the day 
long, MO too, the: weeke, the yeare 3-but who ſits 
downe,and thinkes on himfclfe,queſtioningechus with hig 
owneheart; Wharam 1? Whardo1? How line 1? Sucha 
courſel follow, is it good and lawfull? Such —_ doe 
nor,are they my duty,yea or no? 1s God my friend ? Am I 
his ? Wharhope hauc Lof heauen? Say I'dye to morrow; 


_ te day, this very houre, wheres my affurance.I thall be ſa« 


ned?Whar Apology can I make againſt theaccuſations of 
Satanand my confcience? Will Chriſt be mine Aduocate 


' when 1 ſhall ſtand in judgement? Doe I grow ingrace, or 


doe I decay? DuthmySaith;my Loue my my 
Knowledge; increake or dee *Ami better this yeare 
than I was Hit? Wharſinnes haue. I conquered/now;thar 
held me in combate then? 'What graces haue 1 obtained. 
now,that I had northen?\Do we thus commune with our 


ownehe our beds,or.inour ſtudies. Surely when 
God es: den fromhcauen ypon.vsm1 _ 
imploytments;taking noticcofour baſic imaginatiansiarid 
enquiries j may not heſay to vs, as hee yoke by Jeremy to 
the lewes? ter ,1.6| # bearkened and beard, out they ſpake not 
aright comm repentedhin of bis wickeqneſſe , ſaying, "What 
have { devie, envy one Farved to bi pourſe; 46 tht honjernſpeth 
into the pea hy eathiscnquiric, W hat haue wee done? 
ſeemesonly to be wanting among ſo many queſtions, asare 
enery day{cann ed by vs. Hence it comes, thatmoſt of vs, 

&5 whcn 
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"when weare brought tothe triall,and required by others 


or our owne conſcicnces, to anſwer diſtintly touching 
the eſtate of our ſoules, in matters betweene God and va, 
we (hufile and ſhift it-off, with an,I think.ſo.I hopewell, I 


_ perſwade my ſelfe all ſhall be well;-1 ſhall doc as well as 


men of my ranke : but. inthe meane time, all theſe hopes 
and goodopinions go vpon'nocleare and certain,grounds 


at al]. Me thinkcs thatadmonition of the Apoſtle, Heb,z. 


1:2. ſhould ſhake ys out of this lazic humour” Take beede, 
Brethren, left there be in any of you au ewill heart of unbelcefe jw 
departing from the [ming God. ] Looke toit, a man may bee 
ſtarke naught, and yer thinke himſelfe good : it ſtands ys 
t hand to goe ypon ſure proofe in ſo weighty 2 buſineſle, 
and not ypon blinde ſurmiſes and ——_ epreſumpti- 
ons.: Heretherefore ler mee exhort you to obſerue two 
direQions : 

r. Torake all opportunities that ſhall be offered ys for 
the excerciſe of this duty. We are not at all times a like di- 
ſpofed rothis;there are ſpeciall occaſions that fit ysfor it. 


Many times one {ad accident or other turnes: home our 


thoughts to ourſelues,and makesvs ſee what we arc in 0. 
ther men.Theloffe of adearefriend,the ſound of a paſſing- 
bell;the fightofadying.man;. hath a ſtrange vertue many 
times,to.compoſea diſordered heart, putting jtinto an cx- 
cellent calmenefle to: atrend any; religious imployment. 
Sometimes a Sermon hath'fer vs to rights, -and ſent vs 
homequickned with much holy affeRton more than ordi- 
nary. Sometimes vacation fromall bufineflg; ends many 
adllent and ſtilthonre. Somerimes a firof natyrallmelan- 
Choly and penſineneſſe, makes vs apt forinbred ſpeculati- 
on. Sometimes a wakefult bed calls vpon-vs roexamine 
onr hearts, Many ſuch occafions God offces, if we were 


. wiſe roſcerbem,and willing to make vie of them, Much 


were gained in this, and all other Chriſlian practices, 
theobſermationof ach ſcaſonable opportunitieg,four fol 
ly and floath did notrodbe vs of fo great a benefit. | 
3) Jfopportunities will not be hadof.their own offe- 
ac! ring, 
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ring,then make ſome: Spare at1 houre ina weeke, ora day 
in a moneth for this bufinefſe. Certainly tis ſtrange how 
we poſt ouer the time of this ourſhort pilgrimage : wee 
cate away one part,fleepe awayanother,idle away a third, 
and of the remainder God hath b farre the lcaſt part. Doe 
we ſpendrwo houresof foure and twenty in religious ſer= 
uices? Nay one-were a faireallowance with moſt of vs. 
W hat ſhall we ſay? is-notheauen worth the hauing? or 
may a man ſocaſfily get thither ? or muſt God giue it vs 
when we ſceke not after it ? Lerthem bluſh for ſhame of 
their intolerable carcleſneſſe, who have fo much,or ſolit- 
tle to doe, that they neuer could ſpare day or houre for 
theſe meditations, to fet themſclues of purpoſe vpon a 
thorough examination ofthejr owne heartsand liues. Tits 
fingular profanencſſe for a manthat hath a God to ſerue,a 
Souleto ſaue, a Heauen to hope for, a Hell to feare, Sinnes 
to be auoided Graces to be gotten,yet not tofindan houre 
ſpare to thinke of theſe weighty affaires. Tellmee not, 
thou haſt a calling, a ſtudy, many bulineſſes that require 
thy preſenceand diligence, and thoucant not intend all, 
Intend yau the chicfeſt; and thats Religion: Diligence 
in a calting, knowledge of arts, skill of languages ; ina 
word, earning will neucr bringa man toheauen ; tisRe- 
ligion muſt doe that. That is good in its time and place, 
this only abſolutely neccflary:; When loue oflearningand 


.preferment tells thee tisneedefull thou be a Schollar, let 


oue toGod and thy ſoule make anfwer,tis more needfull 
thou ve a Chriſtian : care-for that, but not before this. 
Moreouer, know this;tharconuenient ſeaſons wiſely cho» 


fenandfparedfrom.ciuilt. imployments vnto religious ex- 


erciſes, neuer hinder but blefle all other our affaires. And 
perſwade thy ſeifenow of this truth, which one day.thou 
ſhalt norchooſe but atknowledge , That thoſe daies and 
houres which are fpent in prayer,in faſting, in examinati- 


-on of thy heart, and fixch'other exerciſes of repentance, 


willbring thee more true peace/and comfort ypon thy 
death bdlkhanattothertimes ofthy __ belides. Winws- 
fore 


a. 
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' may expe ableſſingtoo,in all 


fore be wiſe,and redeeme the ſeafon: and thou that in thy 
buſieſt emploiments,canft cnery weeke, eucry day,finde a 
ſpare hourefortotalkewith africnd, to ſport, to doe no- 
hingzo docuill; ſave this waſte, and turne ir to abetter 
vie, and let God have that ſmall part , who deſerues all. 
Beloucd, let me heartily intreate you, toreſerue toyour 
ſelues ſome time for theſe purpoſes. Iwillſtint noman, 
and I thinke, I ſhall ouer-burden none, if I ſhould per- 
fiwadecach oneto ſet a part from all buſinefſe an houre or 
twain in aweek,a day in a moneth,for thisfpirituallexer- 
ciſe. Our great negligence, giues occaſion of defpairi 
that we ſhall neucr equall thoſe rare patternes of holinefle, 
which thisand other ages haue commended vntovs;who 
thoughtit no wearineſke,ecuerynighttofcan the ations of 
the day,cuery weeke,moneth, and yeare, to make furuay 
of what had been donein that time. Their induſtry was 
blefſed,and they —_— the fruitsthereof,in all abundant 
increaſe of graces and comforts,and the world cannot but 
acknowledge it, Let vs follow them,though we cannot 0- 
uertake them z and we alfo, according toourendeauour, 
intron c ofgrace and peace 
vnto our ſoules. 
- Thus of thisduety in generall, as fitting to be vſed by a 
Chriſtian arall conuenient occafions;letvs cometoconfi- 
der of itzas itis a ſpeciallpreparation before thereceiuing 
of the Sacrament, whenby no meanes it ought to be 
Iefted, Whoſocner will cate of thatBread,and drinke of 
that Cup, muſt firſt examine himfelfe. 
- This x. excludesfromthe Sacrament all ſuch, as tho-. 
rough naturall or cafuall impotency, arenotable to cxa- 
mine themfelues:: as Children, Fooles,Madmen, = 
2, Theneceſlity ofthis praftice, leads vs to enquire 
wherin this examination doth cotſiſt that cuery one may 


know how todiſcharge himfelfe therein. Ingenerall,the 
mae of this triall,is, Whether we come worthily to the. 
Sacrament,orno. Now tomake v+:firandworthyparta- 


 _ kenof the Sacrament, thereare roquiredin vp (as here- 


tofore.. 
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tofore hath been ſhewed)diuers ſpirituall graces, wherof 
whoſocuer is deſtitute,he certainely profancs this holyor. 
dinance,and by ynworthy receining,makes himſcife guil. 
ty of the death of Icſus Chrilt, Wherefore wee muſt 

know what thoſe graces are,and whether they be invs in 

truth, yea,or no. There are chicfly theſe Graces required 

ina worthy recciuer,Faith,Repentance,Charity ; touch- 

R__ weare to cnquire after ſome certaine and in- 

fallible rules, wh we may be aflured,that we hauc or 

þ rags graces. This I ſhall doe briefly in cuery one of 

them. 

For the triall of our Faith,whereby we firmely reſt our 
foules vpon the promiſe of faluation in Chrift , we haue 
theſe two certaine markes todiſcouer the truth of it n= 
tovs: | 
1- Equality of Obedicncevntoall GodsCommande- 

ments: True Faith hath a like reſpe&ro euery word of 
God. He thattruely belecues any one part of Gods will, 
belecuesthereſt alſo; becauſe hee knowes, all is of God. 
Whoſocuer therefore ſhall lay , That he doth this good 
worke, or leaues that il|pratice, ont of Faith in Gods 
Word, becauſe hee beleeues Gods commands, prohibiti. 
ons,and threatnings in ſachand ſachparticulars: thieman 
tells an apparentlic , if his conſtant endeauour be not the 
fame inalt other particulars, wherein his Faith and Obe- 
dience ſtands engaged vnto God as deeply,vpon as tri 
termes,as in thole few things that he obſerues. This poine 
hath been heretofore more at large handled in irs proper 
lace ;and thereforenow I doc butname it:Let it alwaieg 
remembred ag an-infallibletriall of that Faith which is 
ſound and ſincere. Looke we thenenery man intohis life, 
and take we good heede to our: waies, whether they beg 
ſtrait or crooked's If thy praftiſes bevneuen , that thou 
obeyeſt in ſomethings, not-in others, taking liberty ro 
tranſerefle, where pleaſures, profits; or any predominant 
carnallaffe&ien craues ſeruice , and farisfaRtion at th 
hands, doing iuſt ſo much of _ will, as may ny 
*S: 2 0 
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= thine owne and other mens good liking : in thiscaſe thou 
muſt ſecke for true Faith,for as yet thou haſt itnot. But if 
thy courſes be regular and vaiforme,that inallthingsthou 
vnfainedly endeauoureſt to bring chy will toGods will 
offering thy hearty obedienceto cuery thing that hecom- 
mands thee, to things that crofle thee and the world, as 
wellasthat content either; not caring who be offended,ſo 
God be pleaſed by thine obedience:In this caſe,thou maitt 
reioyce,in thatthou baſt a ſure teſtimony in thy ſelfe, that 
thy Faith is without falſhood and hypeocrifie. 

2, Truſting on God in all temporall matters. Gods 
truch is the fame in promiſes ofthis life, as in thoſe of the 
life to come, Wherefore he thataffirmes,that he belecues 
vndonbtedly God will be gracious to his ſouke,according 
to his mercifullpromiſes in Chriſt ; if he tell true he mn 
alſo belecue vndoubtedly, that God will prouide for his 
bady, according tothoſe louing promiſes, which he hath 
ma 


inmatters ofthis life, He then that being placed in 
low cſtate, feeles by indire& meanes of bribery and flat- 
tery to climbe higher,diſdaining towait on the prouidene 
hand of heauen,which willſoone finde a fit aduancement 
for him, when hec is fitfor it : He that is in pouerty, and 
will grow rich, or thatis rich, and will become migh 
by fraudulent and vninſt praRices ;. Hee that is wealthy, 
ſtored with ſufficiency in temporall bleſſings, yet ſtill cares 
and fearecs,leſt he ſhould want, & fall to be gery : Hethat 
daresnot be liberall to the poor, far fear it ſhould impone. 
riſh his eſtate 2 He that in adverſity makes fleſh his arme, 
_ his cruſt in hispurfe, hiswits, hisfriends,making 
faſte or hiseſcapeby allvalawfullſhifes,leaping the wall, 
not ſtaying till God open the priſon doore: Hethat dares 
nottruſt God with his children, —_— miſcariage, 
excepthimſelfe ſeecthem well prouidedfor : all theſe and 
the like haue. not learned asyet, whatirt istrucly tobe- 
keuethe promiſe of mercy in Chriſt Icfus, whenas they = 
dare nottake Gods word for ſmaller matters. Th certain 
he doth not. indecd truſk God with his ſoule, thatdares 
. not . 
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not truſt him with his eltate, But when in all occafions & 
conditions of this life, a man can pon wait on God, 
viinglawfull meanes,commirtingtheſuccefſeto God, pre. 
paring himſelfwith contentedneſlefor eucrycuent,howe. 
uer God ſhall diſpoſe of matters : this coirfidentandquier: 
refolution flowes from the tedfaſt apprehenſion of that: 
lorious and rich mercy, which God hath vouchſafed to 
isfoule : which makes him reſt aflured , that all things 


 needfull will be ſapplicd in ſeaſon for the relicfe of bod 


and eſtate, - This for the triall of our Faith. + |; /,. 
The ſecond Grace to be enquired after,isRepentance 
which we may deſcribetobe,A ſpirituallſorrow for ſinne, 
ioyncd with a true hatredof it, Theres inward griefe for 
the fac, and the offence, thereby ginen ynto God. : And 
theres inward hatred or auerſion -of: the: heart: from the | 
fouleneſſe and corruption of finne rematningin-vs.: This! 
change of the affeion is wrought intrucRepentance.The 
proper markes wherof are expreſſed bythe Apolſile,2.Cor. 
7:11. Wecannot runne ouer the particulars, let vs take: 
the generall ſamme, wheruntothey:may be caſt ; and that 
is, e Amendment : This isa fure-marke that will neuer 
faile ; hethat in truth diſlikes and ſorrowes for his finne, 
he will endeauour to amend it. They are alwaiesioyned 
ether,Repent and Amend your lives.He that cancon- 
feſle ſinne, fpeake againſt, finne, and weepe for finne ; yer 
after awhile returne freely tothe praQtice of ſinne ; bo. 
teeue him not,theres ſcucn abominations in his heart, he 
toues ſinne in his very foule, cnen then, when his tongue 
and his cies{cemtoproclaime his deteftation of it, There 
may be, confeſle, arclapſc intothe ſame fanit, thorough 
muchinfirmity and violenceof temptation: bur a willing 
continuance irrany ill courſe, andtrue Repentance, are 
vtterly incompatible. Wherefore this triall is calie; ſee 
what reformation there is inthy life : if whenithou haſt 
been reproucd by the Word for fuck faults asrhouknow- 
eſt thy ſelfe guilty of thine heart bath; ſmittens andthy 
foule becn humbled within thee,with that ſarrownwhhi 
| H 3 hath 
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| cic. This isa 


hath brought forth a full reſoiution and conſtant endea- 
uourof Amendment, then maiſt thou bee truely called a 
Penitcnt Conuerr ; but if forthe preſentthou didſt cry 
God mercy,andaftcrward koldeſt onſtill inthe fame vn» 
godly praQtices, then reckon thy ſelfeto be as thou art; an | 
Impenitent/ and Obſtinate ſinner. This of Repentance, 
Nechinie be aquired d that is Chari 
The thi cetobee into,and that is Chari» 
; nes word, and hath referenceſometime to 
God, ſometime roMan, Charityor Loue towards God, is 
not properly thargrace. which here we vnderſtand. Tis 
true, the heartof man ought to be repleniſhed with hea- 
ucnly loue vnto God in Chriſt, inall ſpirituall cxerciſcs ; 
andeſpccially-in this Sacrament , wherein their lone to 
him is 6 gracioufly rencaled:: But: thetriall of-the- wo 
former graces; wiltquickly ſhew what true louc of God 
there is m vs; He that Obeyes,Belecues; Hethar Amends, 
Repents. The very fame,Obedience and Reformation,are 
the tonch-ſtone of our Loue toGod according tothatin- 
fallible Canon ſer downeby our Sauiour, /eb.1 4.15, [If 


you lone moe, heepe v3 commundements. ] He that willnot do 


what God would haue,hehatesGod & Ieſus Chriſt at the 
very heart, let him make neuer ſogreatſhewes of loue 
yntothem. But wepaſſefrom this,to that Charity which 
properly comes here tobe enquired after,yiz.that which 
refpeeth' man; which in generall,is that affetion of the 
heart,wherby we wiſhgood vnto.ourneighbour as to our 
ſclues,and arewilling,in what weareable,todoe him that 
good we would have done to our ſelnes in his caſe. This 
affection is dranched'by' the Apoſtle Peter, 2.Pet, I.7, into 
two parts; r.Brotherly Kindnefſe,and 2.Lone. Thats more 
particular, reſpe&ingman as a Chriſttan,made one of the 
houſhold of Faith ; and of thatblefſled number of thoſe 
whom Chriſt isnot aſhatned tocall Brethren. This ts 


morexenerall, reſpet an as man, made like vnto-vs 
nevecommwntonlNitre Let vaſce what may bethe 
crialtofour Charityboth waycs. __ 
| of: Ts 
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x.  OfourLone vnto the godly. The proofe ivreof 15: 


this: Tf itbe indifferent, wichout reſpeR of Perſons; if itbs 
conſtant wichoutreſpe& of Times. Hetrnely lones a rigin- 
tevus man in the name of a righteous man, becauſe he is 
ſuch,that can finde in his heart toplace his entireaffeti- 
on any where, where God hath placed his; be he ſtranger 
or acquaintance,meane or mighty,honourable or baſe: tis 
allone,if God haue caſt his Icue yponrhim; thats ſufficient 
to make him worthy of any mans loue in the world. Docs 
his ellate alter,& falls heinto diſgracc with the world;in> 
to perſecution,into ponerty?Charity:fatlesnocfor allthis. 
Tisnot aflli tion ſhaldinidebetween /ovethens ſoule,& the 
foule of Dasid. Religion ties no-ſuch looſe knots between 
Gods loue to vs, or our loue one to another, Nor tribula- 
tion, noranguiſh, ws ner es 97 nornaked- 
nefſe, nor perill, nor the ſword, norideath, nor any thing 
canſeparate vsfrom theloue of God our heavenly Father's: 
and how then ſhould theſe things worke in theſe, that are 
his children, a breach of affeRtionone towards another? 
But now on the contrary ſide, He:that.loues Religion ina 
rich, gentle, or nobleman, bat fleights it -in'a poore and 
mean man : He that lones the company and commerce 
with thoſethat arc Religious, becauſe they are affable, of 
faire and pleaſant condinions; men; of: excellentendow- 
ments for learning, policy, &c.bceauſc able todoe him'a 
good turneor anall;or tn regardthey ave ſuch as wildeale 


* truely, andnot cozenbim: He that can looke tra 
ypon a good man i aduerſity, turning him off with atew = 


cold words when he ſeckes for ſome helps at hig hands: 
He that of many children hath ſome truely Religiaus, yet 


in diuiding his e(tats; hath no.reſpe&tp-Gracetohonour 


that witha ſpeciall blefipgs Herbatin marriagedefires 
Religion only as oyer-weight.to ſo many poundsof gold; 
ſach mens loue vato Religious perſons is meerly counter- 
feitand no beter thanplaingiſbmpalation... -*: ; ---;/- 

2- Ofopr Loue thatgggmman.conllmen. Among 0- 


ther argiumcats of this-Gheciable atbehion , wee: ane 


CO Es 


1 (briftian DireBions'\ © 


theſe two that are infallible, whereby we may proceed in 
thiscriall. -. 

'T. Whena mancantruely grieve in the Evill, and 
heartily reioice inthe Good thar befalls our neighbour. 
This is a ſure marke: of a/ charitable minde , whena man 
can truely gricue ar their aflifions,pity rhem intheirde- 
caycs, lofſes, diſgraces, ficknefſes; but aboue all in their 
Sinnes, Whena man canviſit them, counſellthem,com- 
fort them, them in lone and mildneſle, and pray 
heartily:forthems Againe, in ſuch good things-as befall 
thetn,uf wecanvnfainedly reioyce inthem: in their gra- 
ces, their ciuillvertues, their learning, their reputation 
amongſt men, their places of preferment, with the like, If 
we cat wiſh them well tothriue with thoſe good things, 
and defire thatrthey m_— much goed with them. If we 
can ſpeake well, and'thinke weltof them, becauſe God, 
the Church, the State hath vic of. them, what cuer relati- 
on they haue tovs; yea, eſpecially, though their credit 
ſceme to obſcure and hinder ours, This is true Charity, 
likethatof Aſoſer, Nam. 11.29 [Would Goathat all ths Lords 

people were Prophets. JIs the Magiſtrate, Miniſter, Scollar, 
&c.as good or beter thanT am, Would God not he alone, 
but allothers were ſotoo, that amongſt the good, I were 
che meaneſt,. But on the other fide; priuily to retoyce in 
the euills of other men, to repine at their proſperity,tobe 
difpleaſed with our neighbonr for being/<quall, orberter 
than our ſelues,and halfe angry with God for making him 
fo ; theſe be ſymptomes of a bad minde, wherein malice, 
envie,and ſpite, hane eaten vpalllouing reſpe& ynto our 

brethren. MI. LESTORE ae CE DTt 20 5804.7 41's 
2- Aminde willing to} offences done to vs,and 
to ſeeke reconciliation where we haue giuen them. This 
is a very hard matter to pat inpraQice ; mens mindeare 
ſofull of pride, ſcorne and malice, that they cannot ſtoop 
to others :they count it'cowardlinefle to put vp a'wrong 
done them, and baſcnefſe toacknowledge an injury. done 
toanother, Wherefore they reſolue to take no a. = 
oc 
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Graces mult cuermore be ſet aworke,, and freſh meanes 
; I 
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doe no right, This is farre from Chriſtian Charicy,which 
is alwaies accompanied with a patient, peaccable ; and 
himble minde. We ſee what men will doe, .in- caſe they 
haue offended, their deare fricndy whom they much re- 
ſpe; they reſt not rillby juſt excuſe, or plaine confeſſion, 
they hane reconciled themſelues , and wonne their loucs 
againe» Why will they not do fo towardsothers? Tis be- 
cauſe they loue them not , nor care for their loue;, and 
therefore, they arc at a point : if themſclues recciue hurt 
theyle rightthemſclues if they can ;_if they doc hure , ler 
others looke to it , and get fatisfaftion where they can. 
But that heart-which is charitable, preferres peace and 
good willamongſt men, before all fuch wilde agd furious 
reſolutions. He willdo for gian what God hath done for 
imſelfe, who hath freely pardoned him farre greater of. 
fences ;and, thoughhe were the offended party , yerfirſt 
ſoyght reconciliation with him. Thus mucly for theexa- 
mination of our heartstouching theſe ſeuerall Gragcs, .In 
concluſion T will butname two queſtions,andanſwerthem 
in one word. _  - oa 2lryavt 9273; 
© 2. What istobe donezif, after examination, we finde 
our pr wkig vw? REP TW", 

I anſwer, They that finde their wangs. of theſe Graces, 
and acknowledge it,mourne for it,pray for.the redeeliecs 
it,cheſcare jndeed worthy, though not ſo. worthy as;chey 
would be... But for thoſe, that neither hauetheſe Graces, 
nor carcto haue them,ſuch arevtrerlyvnworthy. Dogges 
they areat9 whonghia endianor.to begiuan;row 2-1: 

'2. Whatif men findethemfclucs fit at one timejn&eile 
they makeno furtherrriall at other times 2; 011i 4007 


T anſwer, Y ca, they maſt alwayes examine their hearts, 
The Precept.1s. gene y.not limiged. 1 this-orthat time. 


cartleſneſle. « y maf\ 18 notſo priuil, 
; receine the Sacramentunworthily,,commingtoitin * 
Mich and: prophane manner... And therefore theſe 
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** (briſtian Dire#ions 
"Bill vſed for their increaſe. 

We hane done with the fin of profanation of the Lords 
Table,in Vnworthy receiuing of thoſe holy myſteries,men- 
tioned verſ.27. We haue alſo ſhewed what is the meanes 
whereby that finnemay be auoided ; which is due exami- 
nation'of a mans ſclfe, ſpoken of,verſ.28, Wee mult now 
gocforward vntothe puniſhment of this ſfinne, when men 
come vnto the Sacrament vnworthil y: this 1 1s ſet downe, 
wel 29.inthefe words, '- © * 

. [For hee that eateth andarinketh vnmorthily, eatcth and 
drinketh damnation to bimſelfe”, not diſcerning the 
Lords body,” 

"Theſe words candies plaine declaration of that dan- 
hereinto men rune, who negle@ing duly toexa- 
-minethemſclues;approach vnworthaly to the Table of the 
Lord: They bringthemſctues-in danger of Cammatig that 
dof; and therforethey had needbe very wary &tirctin- 
fpeR,with whatminde, and how difpo <d. iahey vetrtre to 

[cone vihito the Sacrament," /* 

Inthe words we haue two parts:F irſt;the fi of vitwor 
thy receivingoftheSacrament,mentioned before ,verlſ. 27. 
Here againe repeated with an additionof an interpretati- 
onpwhat'is 'mearit'by hn Fore and drinkin g-vnworthily, 

Boo bb that Gateth ani 0#tÞ1/ JB how isthart 

ie? the laftwordsof the! verſe” Haw" it ["Nor diſcerning 

the Lords Bodie:Pccondly, Fhe puniſhment thars'in flited 

- vpon-this finite, Which is Damnatfon, or Judy; ment, in 

thele wordy [Zee . ceretly wiifdrpibens Gamiiar od ro Vine 
1- $1113 S710 12 In 1992! man of 

Touching thefitine of eating ant Bifdleing: Slecectn} 

wo hineſpoltenatlatge er, ;for the preſent, ſhall 
addea word ertwoconcFrnin thatclaufewhichthe 

bY ile addes by<ri Pf Theerpt Hz Lo ſcer- 
— beabb Dey in es Nr: VILOS 
FSR HHS Stet TOUeeiw he 

"He rar 1s topur 2 tishtdifference betwpene the out- 
7 mas Blemeatvindhe Sderaiente, and commonbread and 


Wines. 
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wine, This difference isnotat all inſubſtance,bur in the vſc; 
the one is profane,the otherſacred;being (eta parttoſigni- 
fie vnto vs the benefits of Chriſts death & paſſion. Hethen 
that toucheth theſe outward Elements, without any dne 
regard vnto their myſticall vic, as they ſet forth vnto vs 
our Redemption by the Body and Bloud of Chriſt, but v- 
ſerh them as he would doe his ordinary food, hee diſcer- 
neth not the Lords body, becauſe 2 Dayiver, be ſeparateth 
not,nor putteth any diſtintion between the holy. and pro+ 
fanc, but vſeth that which is ſacred in a profane manner, 
Of ſuch that doe this, there are two ſorts; 1. One Igno- 
rant, that know not the fignification and vſe of theſe 
things , who come vnto theSacrament vpon meere out- 
ward reſpe&s,without all regard to the ſpirituall vic of_ir, 
They know not, pooreſoules, what it is to feed on Chriſt 
by Faith,how his fleſh becomes mcar indeed, & his bloud 
drinke indeed vnto them,they haue noskill inſuch myite- 
ries as theſe. Bread and Wine they {ce ypona Table, and 
ſome extraordinary ſolemnityin the diſtribution thereof; 
and therefore,as.at a great mans table,they behaye thenz- 
ſclues ſoberly and mannerly: and thats all the deuortion 
they have, or thinke they needto hane. 2.- Another ſoft 
are Negligent perſons,that knaw well enough the end & 


 vſcof theſe things, bur hy reaſon of ſecurity, with. other 


worldly and wickedaffeftions,they become carclefle and 
vnprofitable partakers of theſe holy myſteries. They ſtirre 
not vp their hearts ynto theexerciſe of theſe heanenly 
graces vnto worthy recciuing, They Rriue not for, moxe 
aſſurance of Faith, in laying hold ori rhe pramuſegF grace 
offered them in Chriſt ; theig hearta anenat touched with 
greater forrow for ſinne that hath crucified Chnilt,,: nor 
mare ardent Joue vnto Chriſt, who, by his bloud hath 
waſhed away their finnes,nor ſpirietall toy ini, whe 
hath done fo greatthings for them. | Their-reſolutions,of 
obedicnce vato Chrilt are notquiekned,with more yigor 
and conſtancy than before; Bur 1n this and, all other gra- 
ces,they are as they were,nota why amended and ſexes. 
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ſe by this ſo holy meanes , as God hath ef purpoſe ap- 
pointed for the nouriſhment of grace'in the heart, and o- 
bedience in life. Both theſe fortsare faulty, in not diſcer- 
ning the Lords Body ;rhe one nordoing itat all, the other 
not as they ſhoulddoe it. -Asin the time'of the Ceremo- 
nial}Law , thoſe that obſerued the I egall Cercmonies 
either without knowledge of their vſe , or without true 
deuotion in faith andobedience;, both did profane them : 
ſois it till in theſe ceremonies of the Goſpell. They doe 
not difterne the Lords Body, who either miſtake the ſha- 
dow for the fubſtance,ignorantly ſuppoſing nothing elſe is 
robe looked after,but that which is viſible inthe outward 
Ceremony ;or who know whereto theſe Sacramentall Ce- 
remonies tend, bur ont of negligent profaneneſſe,vſe them 
not with that ſpirituall affe&ion, which isagrecable tathe 


inſtitution of God. Of the twofaults,tis hard toſay,which. 


is greater, and which the Apoſtle moſt chargeth the Co- 
rinthians withall, or whether both alike. They were a 
Charch, but newly 'conuerted from Gentiliſme , out-of 
whom rwashatdto take away, on a fudden, their former 
1gnorance and profanenefſe. They bad been inſtrued,but 
yet they mightin many things be miſ-led thorough blind- 
nefle.Nenerthelefſe, profaneneſſe.ſcemesto haue borne the 
greateſt ſway amongſt them ; ofendiri not fo much, bc- 
cauſe they knew not what wastheir duety abour the Sa- 
crament; as for that they cared not to obſerue it. 
Theconclufion that ariſeth from theſe words of the A- 

poſtle, is this inthe general, =, | 

- [The worſhipof God is Ln peta when the Cere- 
mony ahd ontward'worke thereof isperformed, but the 
ſpirituall invard feruicenegleRed.]: 


Bread and 'Wine,breaking, powring out, diſtributing, | 


eating anddrinking;alltheſe things are but ſenſible repre- 
ore Harkynn) Shs ; they are the ſhadow, 
but'the- ſuſtance ts Chriſt : and therefore if the hearr 
dwell only vponthefc ourward Ceremonics.and Chriſt be 
negleRted,; theSacrament, without all doubt, isprofaned 
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God hath appointed thoſe things to helpe our infirmitie, 


thereby to aſcend vnto higher matters ; ut nottonouriſh 
38 in our weakneſſe, (till to gaze on tranſitory outward 
things.This is a generall rule,not for Sacraments alone,but 
in cuery part whatſocuer of Godsmoſt holy worſhip. The 
ſeruice of God during thetime of the Law,conlifted much 
of carnall ordinarces, asthe Apoltle calls the Sacri'ices, 
Meates,Drinkes,diuers Waſhings,with ſuch like outward 
obſcruations in the Iewiſh Church, Heb.g.10, But yer 
then intheſe carnall ordinances, there was a ſpirituall 
worſhip required; namely, that theſe things were tobee 
obſerued with knowledge, in faith,in zeale to Gods glo- 
rice, and with reformation of life. When thoſe externall 
rites were kept without this ſpirituall vſe of them , wee 
know how meanly and conterptibly God ſpeakes of ſuch 
amechanicall worſhip,Eſa.1.ver.1 1.6 ſeq, Hee ſetsforth 
his difpleaſure againſt ſuch ſervices,inalltermes of diſlike 
and diſdaine; telling the people, That the multitude of 
their Sacrifices is [to no purpoſe] that [ He delights not Jin 
the bloud of bullocks, and' fat of fed beaſts, thathee| re. 
quires no] ſuch things at their hands , that ſuch oblations 
are ['vaine] and pay of wheraanh ad. bens feaſts and 
aſſemblies, he[[ cannot away with them, ]that his[ ſowle hateth 
thems.”] that [they are a trouble to him, and be is weary to beare 


tbems. ] And wherefore now allthis diſdaine of ſuch Cere- 


moniall worſhip? the reaſon is, verſ. 1 5.["YTowr havds are 
full of bleud.”] Againe, Chap, 66.3, hee {ets itoutto the 
full how acceptable ſuch ſeruice is to him, [" He that killeth 
411 0Xe, is 4s if hee ſlew a man : be that ſacrificeth a lambe, as if 
be cut off a dogges necke : be that efferath an oblation,as if he of- 


fered fwines blond: be that burneth incenſe , as if he bleſſed an 


5do!l. ] Nothing can be ſpoke with greater ſcorne and in- 
dignation : thereaſon wherof followesin the next words, . 
[Yea, they bave choſen their owne wayes, and thery ſowle deligh- 
reth in their abominations. | So long as they: follow this 
courſe, (God deteſts them and all their ſervices, Nowin 
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the times of the. Goſpell , Chriſt hauing * reformed the Heb.g.re: 
I 
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worſhip of God, hath aboliſhed thoſe carnall ordinan» 
ces, and in roome thereof ereted a worlhip of God 
* inSpirit and Truth. Wee are to performe a ſpiritual! 
worſhip ; but yct withall, ſome outward bodily obſeruati- 
ons are required of ys now , though very few and very 
eafic. To falt,to bow the knee in prayer, topronounce or 
heare the Word,the adminiſtration of the Sacramentsin 
all their outward rites, theſe are externall and bodily ex- 
erciſes, which profit little where godlineſle is wanting. 
[The Kingdome of God, ſaith the Apoſtle, is rot meates and 
drinkes,but righteonſneſſe, and peace,and toy in the boly Gboſt.] 
Theſethings are firſt acceptable to God, and other things 
for them. Outward Ceremoniouſnefle is meere hypocriſie, 
wheregraceand ſanity is not firſt mouer toſuch obſer- 
uances. Tis a poore matter toforbearea meale or twaine, 
and yet take ones fill in ſinnetill he ſurfeit; to goe ſoftly, 
looke fadly, ſpeake faintly, and weepe alittle too, as it 
were in ſorrow for ſinne, and carry in ones breaſt a heart 
ynrent, vnbroken, vnſoftened, by true ſenſe of finne, and 
worke of grace. What profit is it toſpeake aSermon, or 
heare a Sermon, when onely one mans tongue and the o- 
thers eares are imployed for that houre ? when it comes 
not from the Preachers heart, nor picrceth vnto the hea- 
rers conſcience, neither the one northe other intending 
to praftice as they ſpeake or heare? To what purpoſes tr 
to bow the body to God, and yet to make ones heartlike 
an iron ſinew, thats too ſtiffe and ſtout to bend inobedi- 
ence to Gods Commandements? It the tongue goe glibbe, 
the eyes and hands lift vp to heaven, yetifthe thoughts 
wander,the heart and affeRion lic flatypon the earth,will 
ſuch a prayer be an acceptableSacrifice > What auailes it 
a man to haue hig face ſprinkled withalittle cold water, 
but not to haue his heart waſhed from ancuill conſcience, 
and purged from the vncleanneſle of finfullcorruption? 
to take on him in Baptifme the badge of Chriſtianity, yet 
in his conuerſation to liue like an Infidell, in all diſobedi- 
-ence tothe Lawes of Chriſt? Willic aduantage a man any 
whit, 
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Whit, that he goes foure or fiuetimes a yeare tothe holy 
Sacrament,if he be either ignorant of what he goes about, 
or profanely carelcfle of making good vie of what hee 
knowes? If hee remaine till irrehigious and impenitent, 
continuing in couetouſncle,in ſwearing,in lying, tn idle- 
nefſe, in vniuſt pratices toget gaine, in common negle&t 
of the excrciſcs of Religion, a ſecret deſpiſer of grace,and 
ſcoffer ar true lincerity, with other the like vngodly pra- 
Rices: will it helpe or ſaue him, that at ſolemne times he 
comes tothe Lords Table,there cates a bit of bread,drinks 
alittle wine, heares a few prayers, ſtaics till ail be done, 
and fo away the ſame man hee came thither? No, this 
helpes not, bur hartes exceedingly , hauing brought vpon 
himſelfe the guilt of a fearcfull tranſgreſlion, in profaning 
the holy Sacrament, becauſe he diſcernethnot the Lords 
Body. God, wholooketh vnto the heart,and is well plea- 
ſed in the ſincerity rhereof , regards no Ceremony with 
out obedience, but hates ſuch complementall hypocrifie, 
as muchas we doe deteſt thelike diflimulation ina man 
that vailes bor:net, bowes the-hammes;{miles in your face, 
ſpeaks faire and friendly,but yet his heart is not with you, 
But we paſſe from this point , hauing touched vpon it 
heretofore ; wecome vntothe puniſhment here. denoun- 
ced againſt 'vnworthy receiuers of the Sacrament iz. 
Damnation,[ He eateth and arinketh damnation telbimſelfe.”] 
For theſe words wee are to <nquire what is meant by 
Damnation in this place, and what it is to eate and drinke 
it. Damnationin thisplace ſignifies two things: 
2! 3. That puniſhment of man in hell fire , which wee 
2. Thoſe cuills which in this life are inflied ypon 
tranſgrefſors,whichwe call afliftions and temporalliudg- 
ments. f ; 43 535 1.h 
Both'theſe-are included: inthis word{ 7s; Jhere reft- 
dred. Damnation, Thateternall iudgement.in-helkfire, is 
kereby meant, will be made apparentynto vs | 


1, From the. nature of the finne of profanation of the 
SACTIa- - 


_ 
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Sacrament ; which were it but a ſmall offence, did yet de- 
ſerue the wages of cternall death,bur being fo hainous and 
horrible a crime as itis , vis, Guiltineſlc of the Death of 


Chriſt, it muſt make him that commits it, obnoxious to ce» | 


uerlaltng condemnation, 

2. Fromthe quality of theperſons that commit this 
ſinne, who are partly the wicked,that continually profane 
this Sacramentzpartly the godly, that yet ſometimes pro« 
fane it too. Suchas bee vngodly, vnbeleeuing perſons , 
they,without doubt, bring themſclues in certaine danger, 
not of temporall indgement alone,but much more of eter- 
nall damnation, for their perpetuall abuſe of theſe ſacred 
myſteries, whereof they partake without faith , repen- 
rance, or any amendment of life at all. As for the true 
belecuers , they doc ſometime come vnworthily to this 
holy Table,beeing now and then ouertaken with ſecurity, 
and ſeduced by manifold temptations, though otherwiſe 
holy and godly men. This their negligence deſerues alſo 
the famepuniſhment,though God for Chriſtsſake be plea- 
ſed to turne from them his cuerlaſting wrath , making 
them onelyto feelea little part of his diſpleaſure, in ſome 
temporall aflitions, wherewith he chaſtiſeth them for 
the amendment of their error. of] | 

Now that temporall indgements are fignified by this 
word Damnation, is manifelt alſo by the Text, in the verſe 

following,where the Apoſtle mentions ſickneſles, intirmi- 
ties, and temporall death, as afflictions laid vponthe Co- 
_ rinthians, for their profane abuſe of the Sacrament. [For 
this cauſe many are ſicke,c.] God corre&ed them to brin 
them to repentance and amendment of their fault, that G 
leauing their finne, they might eſcape eternall condemna- 
tion. Thisthen is the full meaning of the word yiwamiz. 
Eternall & Temporall iudgement : wheruntoallare liable 
that profanethe Sacrament, in. not difcerning 'the Lords 
Body ; be they belecuersor vabeleeuers, godly or wickeU. 
Only here isthe difference ; the one ſortby this ſinne de. 
ſcrue both, and haue both , being puniſhed eternally and 
temp''s 
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_——_— too for the moit part. Bur th: or1er deferucs 
et feels but one; beingin mercy chaſtiſc4 with tem- 

aflitions, that comming to repentance they may 
anoid eternall puniſhment. Wherefore [ take it, our la't 
Tranflators haue with good reaſon rendred this word 
xpTue, not [| Indgement)] but | Damnation] the higheſt de- 
gree of indgement , and that proper puniſhment which 
this ſinne of vynworthy receiuing doth deſcrne, 

Sothat the obſervation whict * ſome here make'vpon 4, 
the word, thatthe Apoitle here ſeth [yiusJnot [wage feruar in con. 
pa] thereby ſignifying not] exicrium aternuns | but { caftige- {ef juam de 
tienes tereporales ] is not here to be aUmitteyu,, Neither doth Relig, Chriſti. 
the Analyſis of this place require it, nor yet the vie of che 423- an cap,16. 
word in other * places. Itbeingapparencchatihefe words o__— 9 
ace vicd indifferently in the ſame ſrgnification. - _ es 2. 

Hauing now ſcene what is mcant by Damnation, it is 2.Theſ+.12, 
eaſic to ynderſtand what is meant by eatinganddrinking 1.Tun.3.12, 
damnation ; whichis in plaine termes, Tocommitſach a 
finne jn profaning the Sacrament, as deferues botheter- 


nall ” d temporall iudgement. Notthat there isin thoſe 


outwardelements of Bread and Wine, anydeltruQiue and 
| quality,or that Chriit, fignificd by thoſeelements, 
is become of hisowne nature aſauour of death; and cauſe 
of damnation vnto any; bot becauſe: in the profane vſe 
ef thoſe holy things they commit a fearfullſinne,whercby 
Gods wrath ispronokedaagainſt them, to the puniſhing of 
them with temporall and eternattplagues. The Sacrament 
is.not as poiſon, which of its naturg. work<cs death. inthe 
eater ;burt it is tho food:of life, molt healthfullznd nouri« 
fhiog voto the ſoule, if it be received: imoantieart cuely 
prepared for it. But as the fruirsof thartree of knowledge 
of Good andEvill, mightbe wholeſome init ſelfe, yet 
Aden did cate his death, when he taſted of ircontrary'to 
Gods Commandement : ſo this Table of. the Lord, whichi 
isa feaſt of choifeſtdelicates'for refreſhing: vbtheloule; 
when men come rightly prepared. thereto; becomes 
the bane and deftruRion of foules.,. whea men {Roms 
5 Os ; K them- 
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themſclues thereat withvnbelecuing, impenitent, and vn. 
holy heazts. This the Apoltle fignifes 1n that word , Hee 

' eateth and drinketh [i 7]to himſclfe damnation ; to 
teach vs, that the cauſe why theſe things,ordained forour 
ood, prooue hurtfull ynto vs, 1s not in the things them=- 
lues , but' in mans finne ,i that vnworthily partakes of 
them. Thatother interpretation, He cates damnation to 
himſelfe, not vnto Others whocommunicate with kim: 
this fits well againſt the Shiſmaticall humors-of ſome, 
. whothinke our Sacraments and ſolemneafſemblies pollu- 
tcd by the ſinneof thoſe that are wicked amongſt vs; and 
therefore dare not ioyne with vs in the worſhip of God 
For feare of infe&ion : but this fits not ſo well vnto the 
: Text;whercin [ Nor quis dammationem incarrat, ſed quis fit 
bnius exity author indicatur, Jas Bezatruelynotes vpon this 
place and word. From theſe words thusexpoynded, I 
deduce this praQicall concluſion, E327; 
[The profanation of Gods moſt holy worſhip, deſerucs 
eternall and temporall puniſhments.] ror 
I framethe Concluſion generally touching cuery «pare 
of Gods worthip, as well as the Sacrament. Tis'a highdifG 
henour to the yery perſon of Chriſt, whenthe Sacrament 
of his Body and Bloud isabuſed ; tisalſoa horrible finne 
committed againſt the maieſty of God , whenſocuer wee 
profanely mocke and contemne himinany of thoſethings, 
wherein he would be ſanRified and honouredby vs. And 
therefore wee may aſcend from the particular to'the ge- 
nerall, and conſider howgreat afinneit is toprofane any 
one whatſocuer ofthefacred ordinancesof Godsſeruice, 
and what puniſhmetit they incurrethat doe fo, Alloffen.- 
ces become greater ot leſle, according as the perſon , a- 
againſt whom they are committed, is of more orlefle dig- 
nity.. Therefore a ſinne _ God, is greater than a 
wrong againſt our neighbour, 'Further , thoſe offences 
which immediately touch the perſon offended ; are mote 
hainous thanthoſe that ſtrike him atthe rebound.' There- 
foreit we compare the finnes ofthe firſt Table, _ the 
inne 
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fines againlt the tccond ; in the generall, wee may itidge 
thoſe finnes, whereby God himſelfe is immediately con- 
temnedinrhis worſhip,are greater thanthoſe wherein he 
is deſpiſctimedicate & ſecundario, becauſe weeinegleR our 
ducty roman. ' Bur not to enter intGanexatcompariſeri 
abour this point ;-this is for certaine, That afl offeneesy 
commirted inthe matter of Gods worſhip, are of a mot 
prouoking nature, ſuchas hee cannotendure withour' ſes 
vere punithmentinflitedon'the 6ffentors, \Arheiſme;Th- 
fidelity, hatred of God; '&c{beei finhes; the very nathes 
whereof be terrible : Idolarry;Superſtition, Wilt-wotſhip; 
Profane and Negligent worſhip; theſe hauc gentlermames, 
but bemoſt hatefull ſinnes,againſt which Godswrathand 
icalouſie burnes, ro ſec-his holinefſe and/honour rram- 
pled/in the duſt by:-baſe” and? {minefutiwreeches, —_— 
muſt needes take it very tenderly; tebee dif-regarded” in 
thoſe-very ceremonies, wherein he lookesfor ſpecialt ho= 
nourfrom his ſubie&s; mach more muſt God be offended, 
it when he hath made vs for tohdnovrhime% madeorders 
according te which-wee ſheuld ſhew our rencrence and 
ſabic&ion, we ſhall out of our pride deniſc'other. wayes' 
of our awne to worſhip him , or outof: negligence and 
profanencfle of ſpirit, doe thoſe things he hath preſcribed. 
wecarenothow. Againfithisfinne God hath eutter revea= 
led from-hcaven his)fiercewrath, vpon States and King- 
domes as well as priuate: +=" qa whom he hath beene 
deſpiſed and negleRted inhis worſhip. [ Carſed (faith es 
rewy, Chap48.10:)is hrtbat doth the 'workes of the Lord neg- 
Rgenth, This was a yn ox threatnang againſt thets 
would ſparc Moab; and;not 'execine- the: full judges 
ment of -God ypon that people in their vttorideſtruGion, 
bur kept backe their ſwords from bloud. Notwithftans 
ding the rule is appliableto all particulars whatſoeuer: in 
Gods ſeruice; Curſed is-he'that doth any thing negligent 
ly, which God fets hin about for it is&@oils worke; who! 


as heis a bountifull rewarder,ſo.1s hee 4 ſeuercexaQorof: 


faitkfullſcruige at our hands.;:hie wiknoubatke, veimour: 
| | + -Þ reward, 
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reward, and accordingly he lookes wee (hould notfalter 
with him in our obedicnce. To leight him in his wore 
ſhip, doing wartters by halues , ſeeraing more to content 
our idle hnmaurs, than ayming ſincerely at his glory, is a 
| fonle contempt, andcannot but bring acurſe vpon vs. [7e 
baxe deſpiſed my name | ſaith God vnto the Prieſts, Mſal.1.5. 
Wherein,ſay they? Inthat{Te offer unclear bread vpou mine 
alter, ]verſe.7. Matters were come to that paſle in this 
Prophets time, that geither Prieſt nor People cared a iot 
how God was ſcrued. Any thing they thought would con- 
cent him.; and therefore they preſumed to offer that to 
him, which they durſt not preſent vnto their Pince or 
Gouernour ; the blinde; the lame, the torne, the fic 
ing: which their couctoriſnefſe could beſt ſpare, was a 
facrifice good enough for God. : Yea the whole frame of 
Legall Ceremoniesthey were vtterly weary ofthem,coun- 
ting them baſe and contemptible , and in cffe&, nothing 
butan vnprofitable __ Doth God take this well ar 
their hands? No, he curſcth them for thistheir impiety. 
[Cnr ſed bee the deveiner,, which bath in bis flocks « male , and 
voweth and ſacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing. The rea« 
ſon followes,[| For 1 am agreat King, ſaith the Lord-of Hoſts, 
and my name is dreadful —_ the beatbes,”] Wherefosc ic 
muſt needes be a horrible offence in the Iewes,thepeople 
of God, thus to vilific ſo great a maicfty., when cuen rhe 
Gentiles themſclues yeclded a more: awefull reuerence 
thereunto, | - 
' I ſhallnotnecd toſtand long inprouing a truth {0 eu» 
dent; the time andpaines wi —_— better imployed 
in making application of it to our ſ{elnes. A chrecfold vic 
of this point I commend vnto your confideration and pra- 


e 

Pſe 1. Firſt, Information of _——_ touching 

ſuch cuills, as we ſee doe befall men in this life. We be- 

hold the beſt Churches in greatcalamitics, the beſt mcn 

forcly afilited, and we wonder that God ſhould deale ſo 

rigozoully with thoſe that ſcrue and worſhip him. 4 
| 4 
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£hefſe at many cauſes, butſeldome doe wee hit vpon the 
rishr,which herethe Apoſtle intimates vnto,viz.Profana- 
tion of the ordinances of Gods worthip. ThisIrreligiouſ. 
nefſe in Gods ſervice, isthe maine Tanſe, as of other ſins, 
fo of all judgements. Vnrighteouſneſle againſt man, ifſucs 
from irreligion towards God g and therefore in puniſh. 
ment wee muſt chiefly ſet our eyes that way, if wee wiſf 
follow the ſtreame vp vntoit firſt fountaine. We common. 
v looke another way , and put off our calamitics vpon'o- 
er cauſes, Ifany otherbut the Apoſtle' had' told theſe 
Corinthians that their ſiekneſſes and death was ſent vpon 
them for their*profanation of the Lords Supper, they 
would have doubted of his opinion. Many were ficke and 
dyed, but what of that? men cannotſliue orbee wellal- 
wayes; theſe things come at aduenture , or by conrſe 'of 
Nature: twas want of care intheir dyct, twas the malig. 
nity of ſome vnwholeſome diſh, wantof exerciſe,ill tem- 
r of the body,infeRivon of the aire,and ſuch like cauſes, 
aue tnadethem weake and fickly ; want of phylicke, 
want of looking too, oldage, or ſome fuch matter hath 
brought them ro their end. 'Any thing; rather than what 
the Apoſtle ſpeakesof, ſhould be reckoned vpas the cauſe 
of their preſent griefes. But hee hauing a better ſpirit to 
iudge of matters; tcflsthem plainely, that what ener they 
may imagine , twas for abuſe of the Sacrament, ["For chu 
cauſe ]thatficknefſesand deaths reigned amongſt them, 
Whenthe Iewes enduredſo nn aynrles, cucn from 
their firſtplantation in the land, to their fihall caftingour 
fronxthence, they wereſeldomeaware of thispoinc, that 
their-corruptions and abuſes' in Gods worſhip brought 
ſuch plagues vpon them-: If the Philiſtims, Canaanites, 
arid other Borderers vpon them,doe fpoile their Country, 


' tyranize ouerthem;-and oppreſie them with cruel[flavne- 


ry, asthey did in the times of theTudges, they willinter- 
pret this tobe nothing but an old ora e,which theſe Na- 
tions bare againſt the Iſraclites, for dif-poſſeſſing them of 


their-Conntrey, for which they were hated, and all occa- 
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fions ſought to worke rcuenge. If the Kingdome bee di- 
vided,thats nothingbur Kebeboawms folly and ill counſel! of 
jll aduiſed Courtiers : If4ſracl make warre. cn It1dah, or 
Judah ypon Lſracl,; thats, bat policte to keepedowne one 
another, leſt one ſhouj}dencxoachvpon both Kingdomes: 
If there be ciuili warres , thats thorough the fations of 
potent and ambitious State{-men : If a Forreiner inuade 
them, tis nothing but the pride of ambitious tyrants, that 
cannot be content with their owne, butſecke afterglory 
and greatnefle inthe ruine of other Kingdomeg,, Yea ifa: 
Salmanaſſer or Nebuchadxezzar carry them away captiue 
out of their land,though they maythinke in: the generall, 
that God is not well pleaſed withthem, yer they would 
reſolue theſe cffes into other cauſcs,more proper as they 
conceiue ; Twas weaknefle ia their Kings degenerating 
from theirancicntvalonr, want 'of good confederates, of 
good counſellors, of skilfull and truſty commanders, of 
kardy ſouldicrs, they were ouer-borne by multitude; and 
theſe, or ſome thing like theſe, werethe cauſe of this mil. 
fortune : but of their finnes, they thinke not of that mar- 
tcr, Many there were, no doubt,who iudged bettertouch- 
ing the ſucceſle of Ciuilland Ecclefiaſticall affaires,whoſe 
eyes God had opencd to difcerne the equall dependance 
betweene the {innes and the puniſhments of the preſent 
age wherein. they liued z; but for the generalitie of the 
State, their thoughts went another wayafter worldly and. 
politicke reaſons, Which wasthe cauſe, that being ſo of- 
ten ſmitten ,,yet they. returned not to, God that ſmote 
them, becaul: they were ignorant of their ſins, for which: 
heſmote them. Thence 1n many gricuous calamitics of 

* Noſ.5.13.& the State, they did what they could by allpolitick* means 

_— to vphold the ruines thereof ;but yet there was no refor- 

[They call r# rnation atall of the horrible corruptions of Gods pure 

Eeyp1,/be} £6 Religion, This they looked not after, as if all had beene- 

0 Aſonr.] wellon thartide ; whereas indeed the maine crack which 
threatned the downefallof that glorious ſtate, was not in 

the roofe, or idgs of the buildung , barcly ja the have 

ail 
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and Ciuil} gouernement: but inthat onely ſtrong pillar, 
whereupon all reſted viz,Religion,now rent and {hiuered 
in pieces. Had wea hiſtory of thoſe times of the Tewiſh 

ſtate, compiled by lewiſh Politicians liuing then, and re- 
lating vnto vs the ſame publike euents, which wee finde 

recorded in Scriptures, it wonld quickly appeare- by the 

compariſon that God iudged otherwile of the cauſes of 
thoſe things,than the Statethen did. Thoſe ſtories would 
be like vnto theſe written in latter ages,touching Chriſti- 
an Common-wealths, where Church and State are put a- 
ſunccr,as having littledependance onevpon another, All 
notable euents,proſperous or vnhappy,the riſing or decay 
of {tates,or great men in the ſtate,&c, are curiouſly enqui= 
red into, all counſells and circumſtances ſcanned and cen- 
ſured;butfor Religion, what entercourſeit hath with ſuch 
cuents? there is Crone fo much as a glance thatway. So 
blinde and earthly is every man, in diſcerning aright of 
Gods iudgements, and the courſe of his gonernment ouer 
all bnmane affaires. Wherefore, that man may ſcehis er. 
cor inthis point, God hath beenepleaſed by reuelation 


. from heauen, to make knowne ynto him the chicfe canſe 


of ſuch calamities , as come vpon Statesand Kingdomes 
profeſſing true Religion, For whichpurpoſe, God raiſed 
vp Prophetsfrom timetotimegto put the Iewesinrement« 
brance of that_which otherwiſe they would not haue 
thought of, viz, thatfor their abominable corruptions in 
Gods worſhip, and other finnes proceeding thence, they 
were thus plagued, Theſe men cried outloud enough to 
be heard, ſaying, as it is 2.King. 17.13. [ Twrnefrom your 6. 
will wayes,and heepe my commundements and my ſtatutes, | Bur 
then, as now, the poore Prophets preached tolittlepar. 
poſe ; they might talke till they were weary, few men re- 
garded what they (aid. WhereforeGod hath cauſed their 
Sermons,andthe Stories of their times to be recorded in 
everlalting monuments; that all. ages'of the woridmay 
take notice of the true cauſe of Gods iudgements. Where- 
ip we ſee that God lets paſſe, as ſcarce worth the —_—_ 
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all cuill conſiderations, and brings all the proſperity or 
aduerſity of Church and State yntothis head,viz.the Neg» 
ke or Regard bad vnto Religionand Tuftice. 
 Thechiſdren of 1fracl did wickedly in the fight of the 
Lordzthey ſerued Beal and the gods of the Nations, =- 
forſooke the Lord, they walked notin his ſtatures: theſe 
be.the reaſons, for which matters goe ill with them,as we 
may finde it atlarge exprefſed, [wdg. 2. & 2.King.17. & 
2.Chron.36, Yea in this matter God gaue vntothem a ge- 
ncrall rule, whereby te recifietheiriudgement and ours 
in the like caſe, in the 29. of Deus. where Hoſes tells 
them, that when their poſterity,or the ſtranger from a far 
land,ſhould ſee the plagues of the Iewes countrey,and the 
diſcaſes thereof, wherewiththeLordſhould ſmite ir,they 
would aske after the reaſon of it, and ſay[ herefore bath 
the Lord done thus vuto this land? what meaneth the beate of 
this great anger © The anſwer follows, ["Ther wenſball ſay, 
becanſe they bane forſaken the Conenart of the Lord God of 
their fathers, which hee made with them when bee brought them 
forth ont of the land of Egypt. For they went and ſerued other 
gods, and worſhipped them : gods whoms they knew not, and whom 
bee bad not ginen vnte them. eAnd the anger of the Lord was 
 kind/ed againſt this land, to bring vyouit all the exrſts that are 
written in this books. ]verſ 14,1 5,16,17, According to this 
obſervation wee may iudge of the ſtate of :the Chriſtian 
Church,ruinated in the Eaft by Saracens and Turkes,cucr- 
run in the Weſt by Goths,Vandals,8& other Northren Nas . 
tions,thenwhen ram corruptedby Sets and 
' Hereſics, by ſuperſtitious abuſes brought into the worſhi 
of Godgefpecially intothe Sacrament, more and more mids 
luted b Somineble vanities, bypride and contention a- 
monsg the Biſhops, by negligence 1ntheinferiour Clergy, 
by turning Religion 1nto regular hypocrifie, cach one ſer. 
wing God after the ſtatutes of Abeb,: and decrees of the 
houſe of Omri, I meane, after the rule of his new deuiſed 
order., but not according to that-ruie preſcribed in the 
Werd, whereby alone allmult walkethatlooke forpeace 
VPOR 
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vpon themſelues and the Ifracl of God. When thus by ſu - 
perſtition, profanenefle, impiety,andall filthy corruprions 
in doqrine and manners, the name of Chriſtian became 
eyen to bea diſhonour ynto Chriſt, God dealt withthem 
as before hee had done inthe Iewifh Church, deliveri 
them ouer into the hands of cruell-enemics, who vexed 
and fpoiled them on eucry fide. But what ſhall wee fay 
vnto Churches reformed and purged from the leauen of 
ſuch corruptions? may we apply this rule vnto them ? Yea 
wee muſt cuen in theſe dayes of diſtrefle and trouble, 
wherein God daſheththe nations of the earth together, 
breaking them one vpon another like earthen veſſels. Now 
that the Kingdomes of the earth are ſhaken, and the 
Church of God perſecuted and afflicted with fire, {word, 
and deſolation; Wee that arc yet bur paſſengers,goingon 
in quiet bythe way, cannot but behold and bewaile her 
forrow, which fitteth vpon the ground, weeping ſore in 
the nightfor theſe miſeries that are come ypon her. Oh 
that our heads were full of water , and our eyes a foun- 
zaine of teares, thatwealſo could weep day and night for 
the flaine of the daughter of Zion! But now if wee {tand | 
fill and wonder,and enquire” How doth the City fit ſolitary 7 1m,r.yerC 1; 
that was full of people ? how ts ſpee become a widow ? ſhee that 
Was great among the Nations,7 a Princeſſe among the Proin- 
ces , bow is ſhee become tributary? Heare what anſwer her 
ſelfe will make :['Tbe * yoke of my tranſgreſrions is bound by * yer(.11, 
bis band they are wreatbed aud come vp upon my necke: ]chere- 
fore itfollowes, [he hath made my ſtrength to fall, the Lord 
| bath delivered mee into their hands , from whom I am not able 
20 riſe vp, And againe['* The Lord « rightcoia, for 1 haxe , Verſ.18 
rebelled againſt bis commandements : Heare I pray you alt peo- pg 
ple,” andbebold my ſorrow , my virgins and my young men are 
gore ruto captinitie. ] And againe{ Behold, O Lord, for T am 4 1.,c,, 
in diftreſſe, my bowels are troubled, my beart ts tarnea within 
me For I hae grienonſly rebelled. ] Yea thisisit, Tis'the 
finnes ofa Church that kindle a fire in her palaces; Her 


ſinnes that ſharpen our enemics ſword to the —_—_— 
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Lament,z» 


Her finnes that deſtroy her m_ hold, and make the 
rampart and the wall tolamentand languifh together.Let 
vs not here cry out ypon men , complaine ypon Princes, 
blame we know not whom, - nor for what; as if all had 
beene well, had they done, or would they doe as we haue 
contriued it : but lay we the blame where the fault is,and 
fay we, That they be the finnes of the Church that kept 
good things from.her,and bronght euill vpon her. And be 
vwe {till ſighing in ſilence, for tis the Lord hath done this ; 
euen he hathdone that which he had deuiſed ; he hath co- 
uered the daughter of Zion with a cloud in hisanger, and - 
caſt downefrom heauen toearrhthe beauty of Iſracl. In- 
deede Reformation is a glorious name ; a Church refor- 
med and reſtored vnto purity of dofrine and diſcipline, 
isa Ro ſociery. Butts one thing to haue Gods pure 
worthip eſtabliſhed by Law, another thing to hane it ſet- 
tled in mens hearts, and obſcrued in their practiſe. The 
dofrine ofa Church may be pure, the Sacraments rightly 
adminiſtred, the n—_ duely ordered ; and yetGod. 
may bee highly diſhonoured by that; Church, when that 
which is well appointed is not yet well ved. This is haply 
the Corinthians caſe here in the Text ; they did not, for 
ought we can proue , peruert the Inſtitution of theSacra- 
ment, adding or omitting any thing marteriall to the eſ- 
ſence thereof: bat yer they difpleaſed God in the celebra- 
tion of it, becauſe they obſerued the outward forme ,- but 
with irreligions and gracelefſc hearts, makingto them- 
ſelues noſpirituall benefit at all.So is it with any Church 
wherein purity of Doctrine;Sacraments,and Diſcipline is 
maintained ,: but this forme of godlinefle is without the 
powerofit,, no fruits thereof appearingin mensobedi- 
ence vntothe Goſpell, I ſpeake notthis to accuſe our bre-. 
thren,butto warne our ſelues, They feele the ſmart,and,no 
doubt, doe know their finnes. Ourduety is to pray for 
them, thatGod would ſpeake peaceto his people in their 
afiiction, and reſtore vato them ioy of heart forthe daies- 
of mourning which they flane ſeene, Well, lets pity as 
i ancg ; 
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and looke we to our ſclues,, whoſe priviledges and blef. 
fings are as many as theirs, and our finnes haply more. Be 
we inſtant in prayer , that God will pardon the deformi- 
tics of our reformed Church ; I meane the negle ofhig 
Worſhip, the contempt of his Word , the ſcorning of his 
Miniſters,the profanation of the Sacraments,the defpiſing 
of gouernment,the ſchiſmes and difcords amongſt vs, the 
profanenefle of mens liues,the Infidelity, Atheiſme, Pride, 


Intemperance, Iniuſtice,with ſuch corruptions as diſgrace 


Chriſtian Religion, diſcredit our moſt Chriſtian Church, 
diſhonour God, and prouoke his wrath againſt the Land, 
Tis not the power of an enemy,the conſpiracy of Teſuites, 
the malice of hellthar ſhall endanger vs, ifour ſinnes doe 
not fight more powerfully againit vs, than theforce or 
craft of any aduerſary. Spare then OGod thy people, and 
be mercifullto the iniquities of the remnant of thine he- 
ritage.Pardonour fins and helpe vs graciuuſly.So ſha!l th 
bleſſing alwaics continue vpon the head of thine anointed, 
thy fauor vpon his poſterity,thy peace vpon this Church, 
and proſperity vpon thy people, I haue but one word? 
more toſay,and I have done z and that is, 

. Vſe 2. Forexhortation, that we would put in practice 
what we know touching this point. Profanenefle in mat- 
ters of Gods worſhipbring temporall and cternall puniſh- 
ments vpon a man. Apply this to that condition wherein 
thou art, whether aducrſity or proſperity. If afi&tion be 
yponthee,on thy body, thy ſoule,thy name, thy eitate,thy 
friends,come to ſcrutiny, & make ſearch whereand what 
thy ſinne is. Say with thy ſelfe , Doe not I neglet ſome 
parts-of Gods worſhip? doe I not'yſe others carelcfly? 
Where thou findeſt the fault, repent of it, amend it ſpee- 
dily, and fo God will remoue his rod from thee,and induc 
time make thy pathsproſperous. Bur if they beſo already, 
and thou deſireſt to haue thy peace continued vnto thee, 
here learne the way 'to enioy comforts, and preuent many 
ſorrowes. Attend diligently vnto theworſhipof God,do 
not ſlubber it ouer;doe{him ſervice, and-doe 1t- faithfully, 
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elſe tisnoſcruicebutloath, Heare the Word, bur atten- 


tincly,and mixe it with faith ; pray,but feruently ; faſt,bur 
vnlooſe the bonds of wickednefle ; receiue the Sacrament, 
but fruicfully. Doe not theſe things as common bufineſles, 
goe not to Church asthou wouldeſt goe to thy chamber, 
preach not , nor hearea Sermon as thou wouldeſt doe an 
Oration , pray not to God as thou wouldeſt ſpeake toa 
man, come nottothe LordsTable as to an crdinatic re- 
paſt. Puton other affe&ions andthoughts in ſacred,than 
thou doſt in cinill buſineſſes : aduiſe thy ſelfe before thou 


meddle with them; in doing ofthem ſtirre vp thy heart to . 


aregard of God with whom thou haſt to do ; if thy ſoule, 
whoſe well or ill fare depends much vpon theſe things, 
Know that it is nolight matter to mocke God to his face, 
to come before him with the body , and drawnecre with 
the lippes,but turnefrom him in thy heart,to make athew 
of regarding him, but indeede to ſleight kim. Remember 
Salomons rule, Take heede to thy foote,cf 0, JEccleſ;s, 1,when 
thou goeſt to the Houſe of God, z.e, to performe any wor- 
ſhipto him, take heedetothy footing , be aduiſed where- 
abouts thou goeſt,] and ve more neare to beare, ]that is, ts 0- 
bey Gods will declared vato thee in his Word,[ than to of. 
fer the ſacrifice of fooles, Þ.c. to obſerue the ceremony and 
outward worſhip, without obedience and inward grace ; 
as fooles doe,who thinke by ſuch ſeruice they pleaſe God, 
whereas inſo doing, they doe cuilland forely offend him. 
Only this ſpirituallſeruice infaithand obedience is accep- 
table; all other without this is vaine , ncither pleaſcth 
God nor profits vs. This doing wee ſhall hayc good pro 
ſperity, pronidiag wellfor our comfort inthis lite,.in the 
eſcape of many cuils that profanenefſe would bring on vs, 

and alfo for onr happinefle in the world tocome. | 
Thus much becſpoken touching the puniſhment of the: 
finne of Vnworthy xecciuing ; namely, that by ſodoing 

men runne-them into hazzard. of temporall and cternall 

wdgements, in this 29. verſe. Inow ptoceed vntothe 30, 

verle, wherein the Apoſtle (bewes vnto the Corierivons 
e 
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the danger of their profanation of the Sacrament ; by a 


wherein they now were by reaſon of ſuch their offence, 
What hee had ſpoken generally touching all vnworthy 


tothemſclues, he declares to be moſt truein all reall expe. 
riment among themſelues,inthe word ofthe 30o.verſe. 
[For this cauſe, many among you areweake. and ſicke , and 
many ſleepe. 

' They neede not looke farre for a proofe , Ietthembar 
turne home theireyes vpon themſclues, they mightſce ap- 
parent markes of Gods anger againſt them,for theirſinne- 
full abuſe ofthe blefſed Sacrament. The weake and fickly 
bodies, the dead carkafles of ſo. many amongſt them, were 
witneſſes ſufficient that God was highly difpleaſedat them 
for profaning his holy Table. The words fallinto two 
parts. Firſt, a Cauſe [For this cauſe] 2 737, for this mat. 
ter; namely, a,finne before mentioned, for not diſcernin 
the Lords Body in the Sacrament. Secondly,aneffef, an 
that isa particular puniſhment,deſcribed r.by the perſons 
vpon whomtis inflited, The Corinthians ; and that nor 
one or two, but many there were that ſuffered 1t [Many 
«more y0n,05c.) 2. by the qualities and degrees of this py- 
niſhment, tis Bodily vpon the outward man, in three de. 
grees, Weaknefle, Sicknefſe, and Death[ Mary areweake] 
(«aw )and ficke(ap5m)and many fleepe(tonwlar)s.eare 
dead. Oftheſe briefly and plainely. 


that, which of themſclues they would not eaſily haue 


theSacrament ;and why ? they are not aware thatthoſe 
plagues were fent of God for that their fin. Therfore the 
Apoſtle pointsout ynto them the true cauſe of all their mi» 
ſery, [For this cauſe }faith he, areyee puniſhed; whatener 
elſe they might vainely imagine , twas theirabufe of the 
Lords Supper that drew on allchat miſchicfe; Toteach 


vs, That 
| | L 3 [Many 


particular inſtance of their preſent miſerable condition, 


Communicants, that they cate and drinke damnation yn». 


See.Þ .69- 


[For this cauſe. The Apoſtle here admonifherh them of 
thought ef; God puniſheth them, yer Kill they profane - 
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[Many men are puniſhed, who yet are ignorant of the- 
cauſe why they arepuniſhed. ] 

Naturally we are all children of darknefſe,and,like men 
in the darke, we know not by whom, nor wherefore wee 
are ſmitten. WhenGod ſtrikes vs for finne, Satan deales 
with vsas the Iewes with Chrift, blindfold him, and then 
bid him prophefie who ſmote him. Soin aflitions, wee 
commonly grope as blinde men, ang at this cauſe,and 
that, but ſeldome faſtening on the right, It is thegreat 
vnhappineſle of our ignorant and corrupted mindes, neuecr 
to know aright ourfriends orour foes ; and tisthe policy 
of Satan todelude our iudgements by carnall reaſoning, 
that when God afflids vs to bring vsto repentance, wee 
ſhould yetthen doe more and more wickedly, by not ſee. 
ing nor amending the ſirncfor which wee are puniſhed ; 
thatſo by ſfinne we might be brought into miſery, and by: 
miſery our ſinne might be yet increaſed, Thisnote ſerucs 
vs vnto a double vic : 

1, Toletvs vnderſtand,what,among other,is ohetrue 
cauſe of mens Ynprofitableneſſe vnder the afflifting hand 
of God. Hence their murmuring, and impatience, and 
want of reformation, becauſe they do not rightly diſcerne 
the cauſe, wherfore this or that puniſhment lies ypon 
them. Creatures accuſtomed vntodarkenefle,are of all 0- 
ther moſt fierce and furious; as beaſts of prey : ſo men abi- 
ding inthe darknefſeof corrupted nature,hanebrutiſh and 
fell affeions , full of rage and wrathfulneſle ; when the 
are prondkt by any ſmartand paine, they fly vpon God, 
and man, and all that comes nextto hand, hoping to rid 
themſclues of theiraflitions,not by-areformation,but by 
reuenge»' But whenoonce ſach men arebroughtforthinto 
thelight;they grow tamer ;then they ſee the touleneſle of 
their offences, how much euill they hane done, yet how 
' tittle they ſuffer in compariſon;whence they truely judge, 

thiat tis vnreaſonable to amrmure againſt God, who hath 
ſogreatreaſontochaſticethem. Tat Fj 211D © 
2. Toteachvs what iuſt cauſe there is, that A 
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bee correRted of God, tothe end, wee may cometothe 
knowledge of our ſelues. Indeede correions of them= 
ſclues cannot doe this ;tis the Word and Inſtruction that 
brings vs to knowledge ef our eſtates. But ordinarily ine | 
{tru&ionspiercenot;till corretions haue ſharpened them, «| 
A man that lines at peace and heartseaſe,is apt to paſſe by f 
rebukes with very little notice of them,perhaps with con-- 
tempt, becauſe he indgeth himſelfe well : bat when cha- 
ſtiſements haue ſoftened the heart , and awakened. the 
conſcience, then rebukes haue a keeneredge, and they 
wound deeply. Wherefore Sa/omos faith excellently, Prow, 
6.23. [The commandement is a lanterne , and inſiruttion 4 
light : and correilions with inſtruftion are the way of life. | In- 
ſtrufions are the light that guides vs in the way ; but cor. 
reions ioined with them,doequicken our:eye-ſight,and 
make vs heedfull to follow the directions of the Word. It 
is with man inthis caſe, as with dogges and other vnreas 
ſonable creatures,(for enery man borne, is, as /ob ſpeakes, 
like a wild Aﬀe colt) which when they are punniſhedfor 
any fault , wee vſually bring them: vnto the ſight of that 
thing,whereinthey hauc done it, clfe theyle neucramend 
it. Such is our dulneſſe in diſcerning of our faults, that 
weſeldomeacknowledgeand amend them, till corre&ion 
haue made vs looke about vs,. and learne that which in« 
ftrufion alone conld notteach vs. [ 7t zs good for me,faith Dal 11971, 
the Prophet Danid, that 1 hawe beene afflified ,' that 1 mix bt 
learne thy Law.) Hadhe not beene taught itbefore ? Yes, 
but YVexatio dat Intelleftwws, Aduerſity wasa better Schuols 
maſter than Inſtruction, and that makes him now to heed; 
what before hee attended not... Wherefore when God + 
hand is any time heauy vpon vs, letthisbeeour firlt care, 
that [ Ewery one know the plaguein bis owne heart, Jas Saloms': 
ſpeakes, 1. King 8.38, This knowledge of the linne is the 
firlt ſtep torepentance, and that is the only way to cicave 
the puniſhment. Let vs imitate the Church inthe third 
Chap. of the Lamentations.firſt lay downe this as a genera!! 
concluſion, That fiane brings afiction{ Wherefore do: + 
FOO 
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lining man complaine, a man for the prniſament of his fannes 2] 
yerfe 39. Thence goeto a particular application to our 
ſelnes, entering into a ſerious conſideration of our owne 
waics,to findethefinne for which we are aflifted [Lee vs 
ſearch andtrie our wayes and turne againe unto the Lord. Let vs 
lift up owr heart with oxr hands unto God in the heawens, Wee 
hax: tranſgreſſed, and bane rebelled,and thou baft not pardoned, 
&c. ]ver{.40,41,42. Without this courſe obſerucd,there 
is nothing to be expected from aman in affliction and mi- 
feryutonly ſullen and vniuft complaints, with ftubborne 
continuance in his ſinne. He will blame God, and curſe 
men, crie out ypon the malice of Satan , the malignity of 
the Starres, the vnhappy concourſe of ſecond cauſes , he 
will findefautt with all _ , and that moſtly which is 
leaſt to be blamed, not confidering meane while that his 
finne hath procured all this vnto him, [ hy crieft chow in 
tine affliftien?) faith God tothe Iewiſh Church, er. 30. 
I5.complaining bitterlyofhermiſcrable eſtate, Why crieſt 
thou? What doeſt thou complaine to no purpoſe ? If thou 
' wiltgricue at anything, gricue for thy finne,neuer looke 
to cure thy ſorrow, till thy ſinne beecured ; for foit fol- 
lowes, [ Thy ſorrow ts incurable for the multitude of thine inj- 
quitie: becauſe thy ſinnes were increaſed 1 haye done theſe things 
wnto thee, ] Now to anoid this miſchicfe, obſerue a few 
direQions,which may help vs tofinde our our finne when 
we lie vnder puniſhment : they are theſe, 

I. Diligent meditation in the Word, whereby wee 
ſhall learne what are the ſinnes that goe before ſuch and 
ſuch puniſhments ; whereunto wee: muſt ioyne humble 
praier vnto God for wiſedome to diſcerne of-our owne 
corrupthearts and lines : thatſo by the fight of the Word, 
and aſſiſtance of the Spirit,wee may follow the ſearch till 
wee finde out the malefaor. When the Iraclites were 
beaten by the Canaanitesat.Ai, and that they were igno- 
rant for whar offence that diſaſter —_— tothem, /o- 
- ſhugand tht Eldersbetake rhem to faſtingand prayer be- 
fore the Arke.,-Aftet that,God ſaith to Joſbwa,[ Get thee vp, 
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Wherefore lieſt thou thus vpon thy face? Iſrael bath fanned, ]ofb, 
7.20.21. Twas Achans priuy theft of execrable goods 
that had troubled all Iſrael : till that be expiated, God wil 
not bee with them any longer. Let vs doe the like when 
any vaknowne ſinne troubles vs, whenour bodies are di- 
tempered, our eſtates vexcd, our conſciences diſquieted, 
and we know not well wherefore : Fall we downe before 
the Aemagee to the Word & Praicr,askecounſell of God, 
and hee 

the ſecret accurſed finne that workes vsallthis woe, 


2 Conſider weediligently the quality of the puniſh» 


mentit ſelfe; for the rule holdstrue very commonly,that 
God puniſheth men in the ſame kinde wherein they of 
fend. Whence it will be cafie, by thepnniſhmentto iudge 
of rhe finne :1f a Land be ſmitten with a famine of bread, 
is it not becauſe plenty hath bred luxury? If with a famine 
of the Word , was it not becauſe it was entertained with 
diſobedience and contempt? if with pouerty, tis becauſe 
"Tiches bred vices : if Daxid defile his neighbours wife, ſo 
ſball 44/o/om deale with his owne concubines ; if he mur. 
der/riab, fo ſhall 45ſo/omw doe to Awmon, and ſeeke todoe 
, theſametohisfather. Is a man vexed with diſobedient 

children?ris likely himſelfe was ſo to his owne parents: if 
friends bee vnfaithfull to thee , haſt not thou beene {fo to 
thine? or haſt thou not made fleſh thine arme , and put 
more truſt inthem, than God ? Is diſgrace fallen vpon 
thee, and waſt thou not proud before ? Doe thy gifts of 
mindeor body decay, is it notbecauſe thou art high 


minded , vnthankefullto God, and ſcornefnll of meaner par, 9s 
men? Inſhort, looke ynto the puniſhment,and conſider it thee ron 
duely ; we ſhall commenly finde,thatin the ſame, or ſome they have 


otherkinde neerly | SA AT we haue done in fin- commirted - 


ning, ſo God hath doneto vsin 1 ing. _ greateſt 
3-  Obſcrucaduiſedlythe inditements, which atſuch —_ 


a timethy conſcience ſhallbring-in againft thee. Confci- 
caccisataithfull Regiſter,and what eucr drowfitefl7 may 


pollefle1t intimes of peace, peealiqns avits uetiegund | 


ſtuag 


1 diſcouer vato vs what is that Acban, what. 
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ſtung with the feare of approaching indgement , or rhe 
ſenſe of preſent ſmart, it growes very clamorous, and will 
ive vsinformation touching our eſtate,both true enough 
and loud enough , if we liſtto heare and obſerue whar it 
faith. If a ſtorm betoward,the ſea quickly forctokens it by 
its working and change of colour. And in corrupt bodies 
the leaſt alteration of the weather, breedes a diſtemper in 
them. Sodoe all outward changes,whether felt or feared, 
worke ſtrangealterations in the foule thats tainted with 
the guilt ofany foule tranſgreſſion, Then be ſinnes that 
were almoſt forgotten, all muſtered vptogether, and 
brought toa freſh remembrance,as if done but yeſterday : 
and if wee doe attentiuely marke what Conſcience then 
pleads againſt vs, we ſhall heare it ring in our earesſuch 
voices astheſe, Loe,feeft thou not iudgement ready now 
totake hold on thee for ſach a finne, atſuch a time com- 
mitted ? And thou beeſt remembred, once thou commit- 
tedſtſuch a ſecret abomination , now ſee God puniſheth 
thee for it openly : Somany yeares agoeſuch a villany was 
done by thee, now at laſt God hath met with thee for it. 
Admirableis the worke of Conſcience in this regard, and 
very remarkeable inthe brethren of o/eph: They had ſold 
their brother, and couſened their father, and all was 
huſhe vp for a long time, After they goe downe to Egypt. 
they are roughly vcd there by their vuknowne brother, 
impriſoned as Spics , no cntreatics nor apologies will 
ferue their turne. Now their ſinne reuiues,and their bro- 
ther /oſeph comes intotheir mindes; they cannot keepe it 
in, their traitcrous and vnmercifull vſage of their poore 
brother ſwels in theirconſciences,and burſts forth at their 
tongues : they cannot take fo much time as till they be all 
inpriuate, but cuen in /oſephs preſence they mnſt out with 
It, | Wee bane ſinned againſt our brother oc, therefore is 
this trouble come wpon vs. Gen. 42.21. So Tobin his elder 
yeares, when he fell intothoſe great calamities, though a 
holy and ou man,yet confeſſcrh that he ſmarted for the 
Gancs of his youth, ["Thew. mriteſt buter things againf ” 
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and mekeſt mee to poſſeſe the ſnnes of my youth] faith he, lob 
7 3,26. Sinne may be ſoone committed, buttisnot ſo ſoone 
forgotten : God remembers it, and Conſcience regifters 
it, and an hundred yeares afterthe fa&t done, aman may 
heare or't againe,to his wee and griefe. 

By theſe three direftions well obſerued, wee may ſpee- 
dily attaine the knowledge of our finne,for which, at any 
time, Gods puniſhing handlies vponvs : that ſo knowing 
where thediſcaſclieth,we may with ſpeedy ſucceſſe apply 
the medicine of Repentance,and true Reformation. And 
fo much of this point. Tgoe forward. 

[" For this cauſe many are weake. ] For the abuſe of the Sa» 
crament, in not diſcerningthe Lords Body, God plagued 
them in their own bodics with diſcaſcs and death. Hence 
theconcluſion is, That ; 

[The abuſe of fpirituall good things,cauſcth loſle of bo. 
dily and temporall good things.” 

This isagreeable to reaſon and equity, That where the 
greater good is deſpiſed , there men ſhould bee puniſhed 
with depriuation of that good, which is lefle in worth, but 
more in their eſteeme ; tothe end,that by the want of this, 
they might learneto faue a better regard vntothe other. 
They that abuſe ſpirituall good things, willmuch more a« 
buſe corporall good things : Wherctore Gad at once both 
preuents their ſinne in theſe, by takingthem away , and 
alſo puniſheththeir ſinne in thoſe, by ſuch a depriuation 
of theſe. Beſides,it: is the nature of ſinne, as it infe&s the 
ſoule, ſo it hurtsthe body , and all externallgood things. 
Adams abuſe of the forbidden fruit, broughtdeſtruRion 
ypon his ſoule, and deathvponhis body, and acurſe-vpon 
\ all the world , which God had- ginen him as his partri- 
mony and inheritance. No lefle dangerous is the abuſe of 
the commanded fruit (that we fo call Ieſus Chrilt , the 
Tree of Life) in the Sacrament. They that cate it wore 
thily,feed therby both ſoule and body ; they that profanely 
vſc it, bring deſtruQion vpon both, Gedlineſle, ſaith the 
Apoltle,” barh the promiſes of 5 lite, and that which is 
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ro come ; 7] andtherefore on the contrary, Vngodlineſſe 


| haththe threatnings of both. [ My ſonne, let thine heart 


keepe my commandements, Waith Sa/owon,Prox. 3.x, If he 
doe it, they (ball bring him increaſe of dayes, proſperity, 
fanour in the ſight-of God and man, health ro his nauell, 
and marrow vnto his bones , with abundance vnto his 
barnes and winepreſles, asitfollowesin the next verſes of 
that Chapter. So on the other fide, where God is difobeys 
ed, his Word and Ordinanecs deſpiſed , there nothing 
thrives well, neither for body, nor name, nor goods, bur 
finne, like a blaſting winde, makes all to wither, and fade 
away like alcafe. This may leflonys twothings: 

I. That if we would hauc our bodiesandliues tobe pre- 
cious in Gods account,we learne our ſelues-to make preci- 
ous account of his ſeruiceand holy ordinances.. If wee 
contemne theſacred Body andBloud of Chriſt, and make 
no reckoning of his death, it is but juſt withGod to giue 
vp our vile and ſinnefull bodies to bee as dung for the 
earth , that ficknefſe ſhould conſume vs., and the graue 
haue dominion ouer vs. 

No maruell if we be left in bodily weaknefſes, when 
we labour not to feele the ſtrengthening power and com- 
fortof the Sacrament in our-foules, .If we diſhonour God 
indeſpiſing his Word, and Sacraments, and Miniſters, tis 
equall thathe ſhould poure contemptvpon vs,and giue vp 
'our-names for a reproach vpon earth. They only can ex- 
peAthat God ſhould haue atenderregard of theirlives, 
and health, and credit, and othergood things they enioy, 

who haue themſclucsa duetifull reſpe of his glory, and 
Goe with all thankfulnefle8 good conſcience,receiue and 
vic the fauoursand meanes of grace he beſtowes on them; 
2, This ſhewes the cauſe, why many times thoſe that 
rofefle truc Religion,fare worſe than others, inregard of 


fo manytroubles and aflitions as betide them morethan _ 
others. The reaſon is,becauſe asthe ſpirituall good:things 


which God beſtoweth on his Church, are greater than a- 
ny other faugurs which he imparts ynto other _ is 
£ their. 


_— 


for OE 


their abuſe of them more highly: diſpleafing vato God; 

than others contempt of more inferiour fanours. But of 

this I haue ſpoken largely vpen the 29 verſe, therefore L 

doe but name itrnows Toproceed,-/ i ty HG 
[Many among y0u are fekg, oe. Many: The finne of 
profaning the Sacrament, was nota particular priuate fin 
of ſome one orfew among the Corinthians ; but it wasa 
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publike diforder, and a common fault of the timer ary 
* Now accordingly, the puniſhmetit lights not vponr afew, . 
here and there one; but vpon May : asthere were man 
thathad finned; But yet touching the community oftheſe 
judgementsvpon the Corinthian Church,itis tobe noted, 
that they were not ſuch judgements as came indifferently 
nthe City of Corinth. /For then they might haue re-. 
yed z that. theſe ficknefles:and-death came not vpon+ - 
them for their profanarionof the Sacrament, feeing 
lighted as well vpon the reſt of the Idolatrous Citizens. 
Wherefore as the finne was peculiarvnto the Chriftians 
that were.in Corintly, fo alfo'were theſe puniſhments; in. 
ſome ſpeciall. extraordinary mariner, inflited'onthem . 
whereby it appeared, that God ſingled them our in ſpeci-. 
all for theipfoule prophanation of his moſt holy worſhip. . 
The pradticall conclufion hence is,That: - - - | 
[Common-finshaue common punifhment. 
Whenthe VIcerisfpread ouer the whole body, a Plais. 
fteris ill «79 on vnto one part Where Godcomes to - 
cure, hee fitshis- medicine to thedifeaſe; and where hee 
comes te kill, his conſuming wrath runnes fo farre as doth 
the ouerflowing of iniquity'in' that place , wherewith hee 
hath-todeale. If hee be to puniſh awhole world, after he 
| hathpronided forthe ſafety of hisChureh, all thereſt pe-. 
riſh to the laſt man. If he be-ro deſtroy a Sodome,wherein | 
there is not one righteous, they ſhall die cuery mothers - 
ſonne of them.This may teach vs a twofold lefſon ; © 
I, That if we willeſcape from common plagues we - 
learne to linefree from common finnes. Let vsnot par-. 
take with others 1a their finnos , leſt: wee alſo hare with | 
| M. 3, 8; theo: 
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them in their puniſhments. [Flee ow2 of the middeft of Babit, 


and deluer exery man bis ſoule be not deſtroyedin her iniquity] 
faith the Prophet /eremy, Chapt. 5148. vntothe Tewes re- 
ſiding at Babylon in Chaldea. [ Goe wt of her mypeople, that 


yee be not pooeerey ber ſames, and that yee receine not of ber 


plagues, ] faith the voice from heauen vnto the godly, abi- 
ding in the myſticall Romiſh Babylon. Let vs now fol. 
low this admonition, and withdraw our ſcluesfrom a- 
moneſlt all vagodly perſons in the world ; not in place, for 
ther: wee mult goe out of the world : but in our Toue and 
ala of their wicked doings, that in nothing we haue 

cllowſ{hip with the ynfruitfull workes of darknefſe. How 
{hall wee docthis, yee will ſay? The beſt way we can fol- 
low, isthis, Learne to mourne for common finnes, and 
ſo thou ſhalt bee ſure rolive freefrom them. Par on that 
holy affetion which was in Dawia, Let thine eyes runne 
with rivers of waters, becauſe men forſake Gods Law, 
Make not thy ſelfe ſport withother mens fins ; but when 
thou lookeſt on them, let thine eye breake thy heart with 
zodly ſorrow, for theIrreligiouscontemptof Gods Word - 
and Worthip, thepride, the exceſſe, the oppreſſion , rhe 
ſwearing, the drunkennefle, that fills euery corner of the 
Land. If there be any ſparke of true loue to the Church 
and State wherein thou lineſt, if any pity of the ſoules of 
thy brethren, lerit grieue thy ſoule to ſee menpoſt madly 
yato deſtruion,and weepe inſecret toſee the meaſure of 
iniquity rifing vp to the brimme, to the haſtcning of de- 
ſtrutionvpon Church and State, Be a mourner 1n Zion, 
and fo eſcape the punilhment'of the ſinnersin Zion; that 
when fcare and confuſion takes hold on them, thou maiſt 


< Bxek.c-4; 5,6. bc * marked out tofafety and deliuerance, Other meanes 


to prouide for thy welfare in common calamities, there is 
none at all. As for ſach as will continue tobe as bad as the 
worſt,and yet hope,by finencfic of wit and policy, toſpred 
as well as the belt, let ſuchſcornfull men; and:mockers of 
Gods counſell, read with attention thatexcellenrplace, 
Eſa.28.14-& ſeq. yhere they may ſee ſuch their vaine 
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confidence pulled downe'tothe duſt, in theexample of 
othersthar haue likewiſe truſted to it,& bin confounded. 
2. | Weelcarne hence what to iudge of any Chriſtian 
Charch, when oncecorruptions grow'eo and oucr- 
g__ all. If God begin onceto take in Handxo puniſh 
h a Church, willitbe,chinke you,ſome lighttonch,and 
eaſic aflition? Nay, Flagellum inundens, an oner-flowing. 
ſcourge isthentobe expected, aſcourge that ſhall goe tho- 
rough encry quarter of the-Church , to whip out from - 
thence thels tha haue pollated & defiled it by theirabo- 
minations in cuery place. Theſe: Corinthians were bur a 
poor handfull ofpeople,newly drawn out of Gentiliſme,ir 
one no very great City,yet ſee how ſharply the Lord deals 
with them for this- one abuſe of the Sacrament, Many of 
thoſe, that in all were buta few, are ſcnerely puniſhed fax 
i, Whatthen,or how ſore will be the puniſhments of ſuch 
Churches, which hane flouriſhed inlargenefſe of extent, 
undance of peace, gloriouslight and liberty of the Go. 
hello long, wherein yet the;fruits of Obedience,worthy 
3 vnſpcakablemercies,are not tobe found? Tudgement 
ts already begunat the houſe of God, and wecannetbut 


with bleeding heartsbewaile the wofull deſolations come FF 
: ypon ſome,and the vtter ruine threatned vntoallforraine 


Churches. Oh my beloned brethren, let vs pray daily and 
feruenty, that the Lord would now fay to his deſtroying; 
Angell, It is ſufficient, Hold now thy hand. That he wee, 
make wars to ceaſe vnto the ends of the earth , that hee 
would gine peace tothem hispeoplewho want it, that he 
will continue peace tovs his people that yet enioy it. That 
the cup of his furious indignation, whereof ſo many nati= 
ons of the earth haue beene made to drinke,maynot paſſe 
ouer vnto vs ; butthe dregges thereof if any remaine,may 
rather bee poured out 'ypon the' nations that know hime 


. not, nor call ypon his Name : but amongſt vs for ever may 


his Goſpell flouriſh, vpon vs bee his peace and protexion. 


vnto the worldsend, Amen, © Lord, forthy Son Chriſts. +» 
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